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to-night. If the House sat to-morrow,
the Municipal Institutions Bill could he
proceeded with,

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 950 o'clock
until the next day.

Legislatibe Bssembly,
Tucsday, 16th October, 1900.

Papers presented—Seat Vocant, North Perth—Ques.
tion : Railways Report—Question: Sulary of Civil
Service, weekly avernge—Question : Water Police,
Fremautle—Question : Minimum Wage at Govern-
ment Printing Works—Question : Grants to Agri-
culturnl Societies—Question : Travelling Allownnces
of various Departments—Question : Agricultural
Development in North-West—Question: Agricul-
tuaral ining Farm-—Question: Army Horses and
Mules, local breeding—Question: Minernl Phosg.
photes, reward for discovery—Question: Commis-
gioner of Crown Lands, to change title--Question
Murgoo Telephone Office—Goldflelds Act Amend-
ment Bill, firet reading—Noxious Weeds Bill,
first reading—Fremantle Tramweys Bill, first read-
ing—Trades Unions Reguln.tion Bill, first read-
ing—Hampton Plaing Rulway Bill l:,srivatel, firat:
reading—Heolth Act Amendment Bill, 'm Com-
mittee to Clause 1§, progress—Patent Acts Amend.
ment Bill, second reading—Circnit Courts Judge
Bill, second reading, in Commititee, reported—
Annual Estimates, in Committee of Supply, debate
resumed, ndjonrned—Adjowrnment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o'clock, p.am.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Beer Duty Act
Regulations ; 2, Minimum Wage in Gov-
ernment Contracts, further Telegrams
from Premiers; 3, Travelling Allowances
of various Departments, Return.

By Mr. MoormEAD {in charge of
Hampton Plains Railway Bili): Plans
of proposed route (see report, later).

Ordered to lie on the table.

SEAT VACANT, NORTH PERTH.
Tae SPEAKER: I have to inform
the House that the seat of the member
for North Perth (Mr. Oldham) has
become vacant, according to the Con-
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stitution Act; he not having attended in
his place here for two consecutive months,
without permission of the House,

QUESTION—-RATLWAYS REPORT,

Mr. MORAN, without notice, asked
the Commissioner of Railways, Whether
the annual Report of the General
Manager of Railways would be laid on
the table before the Railway Estimates
were discussed.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. B. C. Wood) replied:—
The report is now ready, and will be laid
on the table to-morrow.

QUESTION--SALARY OF CIVIL SER-
* VICE, WEEELY AVERAGE.

M=r. RASON, for Mr. Quinlan, asked
the Premier: 1, What was the average
cost of one week’s salary for the whole of
the civil service of the colony, excluding
teachers only. 2, What would be the
total amount payable by taxpayers for
services unrendered if every Government
gervant entitled thereto availed them-
selves of two wesks’ holiday per annum
in addition to those public holidays
already allowed in the civil service,

Tre PREMIER replied :—1, £12,405
1ls. 3d. z, £24,811 2s. 6d.

QUESTION—WATER POLICE,
FREMANTLE.

Mr. HIGHAM asked the Premier,
Whether, in view of the many accidents
and frequent losses of life occurring on
the South Quay and jetties of Fremantle,
and the acknowledged smuggling taking
place there, it was the infention of the
Government to reorganise and enlarge
the Water Police Service.

Ter PREMIER replied: An increase
in the number of the water police is
shown on this year's Estimates, sufficient
for all requirements. Changes in the
force will take place in the near future.

QUESTION—MINIMUM WAGE AT GOV.
ERNMENT PRINTING WORKS.

Mr. WILSON (for Mr. Ewing) asked
the Premier, Whether the Government
intended to comply with the request of
the Typographical Society that the mini-
mum rate of wage paid to the employees
at the Government Printing Works be
£2 15s. per week.
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Tere PREMIER replied : —Employees
in the Government Printing Department
have 18 days more holiday, on full pay,
than employees in private printing estab-
lishments, and taking this into considera-
tion, the lowest rate paid ranges from
£2 14a. to £2 17s. per week of 474 hours.
The Government is unable to promise to
make any alteration at present, but the
matter will receive further consideration.

QUESTION—GRANTS TO AGRICUL-
TURAL SOCIETIES. ‘

Me. RASON asked the Commissioner
of Crown Lands, Whether the Govern-
ment intended to give effect to the wishes
of the Producers’ Conference, and place
the subsidies to agricultural sccieties on
a more equitable bagis.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied :—1It was not the inten-
tion of the Govermment to alter the
gystem of subsidies during the present
year, but the necessity for an amended
system was under consideration.

QUESTION — TRAVELLINw% ALLOW-
ANCES OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS.

Me. VOSPER asked the Premier:
What travelling allowances, fares and
freights were allowed to married men with
families whilst on transfer, in each of the
following departments: 1, Education; 2,
Railways; 3, Police; 4, Post and Tele-
graphs; 5, Crown Law; and 6, Public
‘Works.

Tre PREMIER replied :—The answer
would be found in a retnrn he was about
to lay on the table.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL DEVELOP-
MENT IN NORTH-WEST.

Mr. DOHERTY asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, Whether the
Government contemplates taking any
steps to prompt the development of
tropical agriculture in the Nor'- West.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied :—Yes; the matter is at
present receiving the attention of the
Department, and Mr. Surveyor Dreyer,
who is now in the Kimberley district,
has been instructed to report on the
matter.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL TRAINING
FARM.

Mr. LOCKE asked the Commissioner
of Crown Lands, Whether the Govern-
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ment is taking any steps to establish a
training farm for the education of young
men in the various branches of agricul-
ture. -

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied -—The matter had been
under consideration, butno definitescheme
had been arrived at up to the present.

QUESTION—ARMY HORSES AND
MULES, LOCAL BREEDING.

MEe. LOCKE asked the Commissioner
of Crown Lands, Whether the Govern-
ment were prepared to take any steps to
encourage the breeding of horses and
mules for army remount purposes.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied :-—Recommendations on
this subject had been made by the
Agricultural Department, but bad not yet
been dealt with.

QUESTION—MINERAL PHOSPHATES,
REWARD FOR DISCOVERY.

Mr. MONGER -asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, Whether the
Grovernment intends to offer any sub-
gtantial reward for the discovery of
mineral phosphates within the colony.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied:—Itwas not the intention
of the Government to offer any such
rewards at present.

QUESTION—COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS, TO CHANGE TITLE.

Mr. MONGER asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to give
effect to the resolution carried at the last
Producers’ Conference, to the effect that
“In the opinion of this Conference, the
time has arrived when, in the best
interests of agriculture, the industry
ghould be represented in the Government
by the designation of ‘Minister for
Agriculture’ being conferred upon the
Minister holding the portfolio for Lands.”

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied :—It was not the present
intention of the Government to give effect
to the resolution referred to. The Minister
of Lands was already practically Minister
of Agriculture also.

QUESTION--MURGOCQ TELEPHONE
OFFICE. -

Mg. MITCHELL asked the Premier:
i, Whether any steps are being taken to
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re-open the Murgoo Telephone Office.
2, If rot, why not.

Tue PREMIER replied :—1, Yes; as
soon as possible. 2, Answered by No. 1.

GOLDFIELDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the CoMMISSIONER oF
Crown Lanps, and read a first time,

NOXIOUS WEEDS BILL.

Introduced by the CoMMISSIONER oF
Crown Lakps, and read a first time.

FREMANTLE TRAMWAYS BILL.

Introduced by the CoMMISSIONER OF
Rarnwavs, and read a first time,

TRADES UNIONS REGULATION BILL.

Introduced by Mr. Wrrson (for Mr.
Ewing), and read a first time.

HAMPTON PLAINS RAILWAY BILL
(PRIVATE).

Tutroduced by Mr. MoorHEAD, and
read a first time.

On further motion by Me. MooRHEAD,
Bill referred to a Select Committee, con-
sisting of Mr. Kingsmill, Mr. Monger,
Mr. Oats, Mr. Piesse, and the mover;
with power to call for persons and papers,
and to report on 30th Qctober; also leave
to asit during any adjournment of the
House.

Mr. MooruEaD laid on the table the
plans and papers in conmection with the
proposed railway.

Ordered to lie on the table.

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 3, inclusive—agreed to,

Clause 4—Governor may proclaim com-
bined districts:

Tak ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
to strike out of the third line the words
“and the district so formed shall be
called a combined district.” The reason
for striking out these words was that
later in the clanse the district wag prop-
etly called the District Board of Health,
and this removal of superfluons words
would avoid confusion.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clanse as amended agreed to. :
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Clauses 5 to 15, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 16—Closing public buildings :

Mr. MOORHEATD: It would be better,
in the interests of the public, that the
name “local” (local board of health)
should be retained in the first portion of
the clanse, instead of the suggested words
“ Central Board.” The object of section
153 of the present Act was to give to the
local board autherity to approve, or other-
wise, of the erection of buildings, the
board having authority to prevent such
erection unless approved. The clause
substituted ““Central Board” as the autho-
rity for giving or withholding such
approval, thereby taking away from the
local authority in many instances the
right now possessed under that section.
In Perth, for instance, where the local
board of health was the municipal counetl,
the effect of this change would be to take
from the municipality the right of
approving of the erection of bwldings,
and that right would be handed to an
irresponsible body like the Central Board
of Health. It would be within the
knowledge of the House that the Central
Board were practically the nominees of
the Governor-in-Council; whegreas the
municipal council, which also was consti-
tuted a local board of bealth, were
representative of the ratepayers; and in
his opinion the local board was the
proper representative body to have the
power of sanctioning the erection of build-
ings, or otherwise. In mining centres
removed some distance from the Central
Board, this clause would infliet great
hardship upon persons who wanted to
build. He moved that the first para-
graph be struck out.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: Head-
ing Section 158 of the Aect, it would be
seen that “local” was inserted in error,
*“Central” bhaving been intended. It
was the authority of the Central Board
which it was desired to obtain.

Mz. A. Forepeer: It would be imprac-
ticable for builders in country districts to
obtain the approval of the Central Board
in Perth.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: By
the existing Act, certain authority had
been vested in the Director of Public
Works which it was now desired to vest
in the Central Board. The latter had a
controlling power over the local hoards,
and all members knew that many local
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boards were indifferent to the public
interests.

Mr. A. Forrest:
Central Board ?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: To see
to these matters was the Central Board’s
duty. Local boards were frequently per-
meated by local influences, from which
the Central Board were removed.

Mr. MoorHEEBAD: What surveyors or
engineers of the Central Board were in-
tended ?

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: For
the administration of an Act like this,
passed for the good of the community,
there must be a controlling power over
local boards. The representations made
to him by the Central Board were well
founded, and the Committee would not
be acting wisely in supporting the amend-
ment.

M=z. SOLOMON : Local boards were
in a better position to judge of the suit-
ability of Duildings than were people
Living a hundred or a thousand miles
away. The Attorney General should
accept the amendment.

Mz. A. FORREST: The Perth Muni-
cipal Council, being the local board of
health, were not aware that this Rill
would be considered to-might, and con-
gequently were not quite ready with
amendments. These he would table
to-morrow; he therefore moved that
progress be reported, and leave asked to
git on Thursday.

"Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

‘What about the

PATENT ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
S8ECOND READING.

Tees ATTORNEY GENERAL (hon.
R. W. Pennefather), in moving the second
reading, said: This Bill has for its
object the regulation and controlling of
applications for the extension of patents;
and I may inform the House that the
particular patent which is, to some extent,
practically the subject of this Bill, is the
McArthur-Forrest patent—[ Me. MoraN:
Hear, hear]--which hon. memhers know
is & patent extensively used on the gold-
fields of this colony, as well as through-
out the whole of Australia. This patent
very shortly expires by effluxion of time,
and no doubt an attempt will be made
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by the owners of that patent—who, of
course, are not the origival patentee,
but the persons to whom the latter has
sold his right--to have the term extended
for a further period of seven years at
least; and they may perhaps endeavour
to represent that in the circumstances
they are entitled to have an extension for
even fourteen years. The procedure
adopted for the extension of a patent
under onr Aet iz that a petition is
lodged by the patentees with the Gov-
ernor, praying for an extension of
the pautent. The Governor then, under
the Act, transmits that petition to
the Supreme Court, and the Supreme
Conrt then inquire into the reasons given
in support of the extension, which they,
in their discretion, either grant or refuse.
No doubt very strong reasons could be
urged for the extension of that patent;
and, if successful, the patent would be
extended for a further period of seven
years. A question has arisen in the con-
sideration of this Bill as to how far our
Patent Act is governed by the operation
of u patent granted under the Tmperial
Act at home, because the Imperial Act
contains a kind of dual clause for the
extension of a patent. The procedure ia:
A petition is lodged with Her Majesty,
and is sent from the Queen to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council. They
take the place of the Supreme Court with
us, and they either grant or refuse an
extension of the patent, or, if they please,
they grant a fresh patent. If they grant
a fresh patent, of course the patentees
will have to come here to get it registered ;
but if they grant merely an extension of
the patent, the better opinion seems to be
that there is no necessity to come here
for the extension. In order to meet that
view of the case, this Bill is brought in;
so that, if the extension be granted by the
Privy Oouncil at home, it shall not be
deemed to he an extension of the patent
within the terms of our local Act, so as
to compel us to register it here. Hon.
members will therefore perceive that the
object of the Bill is, as Clause 2 shows, to
place first in the hands of the Executive,
namely the Gtovernor, the right to say
whether he shall pass or reject a petition
altogether. By ordinary practice at the
present time the duty of the Governor is
to pass on the petition to the Supreme
Court. Of course there is a discretion
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even now; but it is a discretion so rarely
exercised that the passing on of the
petition is considered the ordinary course.
This Bill, by Clause 2, gives an express
power to the Governor to refuse to send
on the petition.

Mz. MoorEEAD: On what ground ?

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: For
the good of the community. These people
have had & moiopoly of this patent for
fourteen years.

M=r. Moraw : Quite long enongh.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
even if they have not made enough money
out of it by this time, I think they
ought to be very well satisfied. If they
have seven years more granted to them,
it will mean that this Parliament will
have to follow the example of Victoria,
and purchase their patent rights.

Me. Moorrean: Are you deciding the
case already ?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
object of this Bill ie to give the Executive
of the day the right to determine, for the
benefit of the whole community, whether
they shall pass on the petitition at once
to the Supreme Court. That, of course,
will block the applicants in one act.
It may be said: why should we inter-
fere with vested rights? The answer
is, these are not vested rights. The
original term for which the patent was
granted will zoon expire; but when it
comes to granting an extension for a
further period of seven years, we have a
perfect right to interfere. I beg to move
that this Bill be read a second time.

Mr. JAMES (East Perth): I regret
very much indeed that a Bill of this kind
should be introduced.

Me. Moraw: We are very glad.

Mr. JAMES: I have no hesitation in
saying that this Bill is introduced for
the express purpose of robbing a company
of its property, 'There is no other phrase
I can use which will convey my meaning.

Mr. Mogran: That is not so.

Mr. JAMES: Ttisa deliberate attempt
to rob a company of a right eonferred
upon it by law. I desire to repeat that
to the House, fully realising the respon-
gibility of the statement. According to
the Attorney General, the Bill is admit.
tedly aimed at an existing patent, under
which, by the law of this country, certain
rights have been conferred. Whatever
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be those rights, they have been conferred
by an Act of Parliament; and they are
rights vested in the owners of this patent.
It is proposed by this Bill to pass a
special piece of legislation for the purpose
of interfering with the rights which the
Parliament of this country have conferred.

MRr. Morav : Does not every Act inter-
fere with somebody’s rights P

Mr. JAMES : If that be not the object,
what is the need of introducing such
legislation ? We realise that every Act
of Parliament interferes with rights; but
Acts of Parliament do not interfers with
vested rights.

Mz. Morax: Certainly they do.

M=z. JAMES: There are hundreds of
decisions of courts of justice which point
out that no construction will be placed
upon an Act of Parliament, the effect of
which would be to deprive persons of
their property, unless the court be driven
to that construction; because the court
will not believe that an Act of Parliament
eould be so grossly unfair as to rob people
of the rights which Parliament had con-
ferred upon them. [t is to be regretted
that legislation of this kind should be
introduced, not for the purpose of amend-
ing our law, but to strike at a particular
company.

Mz. A. ForresT:
country £50,100.

Mg. JAMES: The Attorney General
was right in pointing out that such was
the professed object of this Bill; not to
amend our law, not to rectify any defects
that the working of the law has shown do
exist, but to give the Government power
to deprive a company of the rights which
their patent confers on them. 1 appeal
to hon. members to approach this question
with the utmost caution, and in consider-
ing this Bill hon. members should not be
influenced by the amount of profit this
company has been making out of the
patent. The law as it exists at the present
time as to extension ie the same here as
in the old country. So far as Clause 2 of
the Bill is concerned I do not kmaw
whether the Attorney General considers
it & declaration of the existing law or
whether he treats it as being the enactment
of a new law. If it is a declaration of
the existing law it is much wider and
should not be introduced into a Bill like
this. This should nol be called a Bill to
amend the Patent Act, but a Bill to rob

Thus saving the
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and despoil the owners of the Forrest-
McArthur patent,

TeE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ah!

Me. JAMES: Judging by what the
Attorney General said and the approval
which his remarks received at the hands
of one or two members, this Bill is aimed
at one company ; we must admit that.

Mr. A. Forresr: We should protect
the country.

Mer. JAMES: When we talk about
protecting the colony, if once we begin a
principle like this we shall always be
amending legislation, interfering with
rights, and when a patent becomes of
great value an agitation may then be got
up to take away from the patentee his
rights and give them to the public.

Tae PreMiEr: Why not give them
100 years then ¥

Mz. JAMES: If an Act of Parlia-
ment gave a persvn 100 years he should
have it.

Tae PrEMIER : Then let him have it.

Mzr. JAMES: Let him have it or pay
him if you take his rights from him.
But thiz Bill proposes to take away
certain rights from certain individuals.

Ture PreEmier: It gives them only
what they are entitled to.

Mr. JAMES: If you interfere with
the law you interfere with their righte.
Does the existing law provide that the
question of extension should be left to
the Supreme Court? If you create a
tribunal in the Governor-in-Couneil, giv-
ing the Governor-in-Council the discre-
tion to deprive a person of his rights,
then you upset what rights the person ig
entitled to. (Why should we not be
honest, and if we rob, rob openly. I
want to point out that this is open
robbery ig clear as can be. This Bill is
aimed at one particular company, to rob
them of their rights.

Mr. Morar: They are open robbers
too,

Mgr. JAMES: They are not; because
under the law they are entitled to certain
patent rights. It is suggested that we
should confer on the Governor-in-Coungil
the right to say whether the extension
should be granted or not. Surely hon.
members will agree with me when I say
that we know no more partial tribunal
for settling a question like this than the
Governor-in-Council ; it js the Ministry
for the time being.
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Mz. Moorugan: To pronounce their
opinion.

Mr. JAMES: They have already pro-
nounced their opinion by the speech of
the Attorney General, and if that is their
opinion we no doubt have their decision.
We are going to submit the determina-
tion of this question to a body which is
controlled by public opinion, which is
not a fair tribunal for the time being. If
that were the existing law and if a
patentee obtained a patent with a full .
knowledge of that, then there is no
argument for altering the law; because
there is the law and the patentee must
submit to it; he must take his rights
subject 1o all defects. But it is pro-
posed to alter the law, and I say
without the least hesitation this altera-
tion is simply for the express puz-
pose of enabling the Governor-in-Couneil
fo deprive certain individuals of the
rights they have. We ought openly to
admit that, and not to say that this is a
Bill to amend the law generally when it
is to rob certain patentees. So far as
Clause 2 is concerned, as to the effect of
the extensions in the old country, I
believe it is a moot question whether
extensions in the old country will operate
here, and I think it is a point whether
the patentee under existing legislation
should have his rights determined. We
should not arrogate to ourselves the right
to determine the law: the Supreme Court
It is a question whether
extensions granted in the old country are
covered by legislation in this country.
My opinion—and T give it for whait it is
worth—ig that it is questionabie whether
the extensions in the old country would
operate in this country. But whether
they would or not, we have no right to
determine that question for ourselves.
On that point I would suggest to the
Attorney General that really the benefit
we gain by Clause 2 is by no means com-
mensurate with the evil we do in passing
legislation like this. It is a serious and
bad example. When we pass on to
Clause 3, in the mother country a patent
is, as a rule, referred to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council. The
Supreme Court here exercises the same
powers as the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council at home.

MEg. Morax: What is the use of talking;
the other House will not pass this,
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Mr. JAMES: I do not think the
other House will pass it. I should be
sorry to think that the Upper House
would pass the Bill. But the Bill seems
to me to be all the more humiliating,
because it is entirely unnecessary: 1t
does not carry the existing law any
further than at present. Clause 2 deals
with the firast point, whether extensions
in the mother country operate in this
country. I may express my opinion for
what it is worth: T do not think the
extensions do operate in this country;
but that is a matter for the Supreme
Court to determine. The second point is,
assuming the application for extemsion
should be made in this country, to whom
should it be made? If members turn
their attention to the Patent Act of 1888,
they will gee that according to Section 30
& person has to present a petition pray-

ing for extension; and any person is .

entitled to oppose that petition; any
member of the public may do so, or the
Government may authorise a person to
oppose the petfition. A petition is pre-
sented, and it rests with the Governor-in-
Council whether that petition shall be
referred to the Supreme Court. It says
here:

If the Governor-in-Ceuncil shall be pleased

to refer any such petition to the Supreme
Court, the cowrt shall proceed to consider the
sAIme.
It i not a question of an Act of Parlia-
ment at all. If the Privy Council can
do it under this section they can also do
it under Clause 3. TUnder Section 30, so
far as I can see, it is not incumbent
on the Governor-in-Council to refer the
question to the Supreme Court. That
may be my opinion; that may be the
opinion of the lawyers of the country;
but the persons who have these rights
should be allowed to have the question
determmed by the Supreme Court. Then
we have to get over a further diffi-
culty. Supposing the patentees go to
the Supreme Court and get their report,
it rests with the Governor, and the
Governor entirely, whether the extension
shall be granted. The Governor, under
Sub-section 5 of Section 30, may say, I
will give you twelve months’ extension, or
six months’ extension, or whatever exten-
sion he may think fit. So far as I
can see, Section 30 deals with this
matter.
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TeE Paemier: Then this Bill will do

‘no harm.

Mz. JAMES: Surely it will do harm
if we are introducing legislation which
strikes at certain proprietary rights. If
thiz Bill is not needed and does not carry
existing legislation further, what need is
there for it ?

Tee Premier: And what harm can
be done then ?

Mr. JAMES: Because we shall be
creating a bad precedent: it introduces
the principle of spoliation. Further than
that, if we want to deprive persons of
their rights, why not pay for them? I
do not think the extension of a patent in
the mother country would apply here.
But whatever extension there is rests
with the Governor-in-Couneil : that
appears to be the existing law This
Bill does not appear to be necessary, but
if members think it is, then T say it is a
Bill thut ought not to pass, because it is
not a Bill to remedy the Act generally,
but it is a Bill for the deprivation
of certain persons of what the law gives

them. It is either unnecessary or a
robbery. : :
Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie) :

There appears to be a little commotion
amongst legal members in regard to this
Bill.

M=z. MoorrEAD : They are always on
the side of justice.

Mr. MORAN: They are always on
the gide of justice or against it: there
are only two sides. This question resolves
itself, apart from what the legal gentle-
men say, into this. Qur aim and object iz
to prevent 500 companiez being robbed
by one company any longer in Western
Australia, and I think we ought to call
this Bill an Act to prevent legalised
robbery by the cyanide -corporation.
This company has been robbing and
plundering the gold-mining companies all
over the world. The company even
robbed and plundered the original paten-
tees. These people are pirates, they are
not the inventors, and even supposing
they were, what does it matter? The
member for Bast Perth (Mr. James) has
delivered himself of a learned disquisition
on this matter, and he commenced by
saying that this is a horrid Bill to rob,
thieve, and spoliate. Yet he says we are
doing that under the present law. Iam
inclined to ask that if this Bill does not
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do any more than we have been doing,
why ehould there be all this waste of
time by hon. members? According to the
hon. member, the Governor-in-Council
can give an extension for one year or two
years as the case may be. We should
prevent this company from doing what
they bhave done m every part of the world,
getting mining companies into their claws.
We all know that. The transcendent
ability which would be required on either
side of the question could not possibly
give scope to itself under three years’
argument. The proprietors of these
patent rights fought out the question in
South Africa and in every gold-mining
country, and litigation once commenced,
might go on for years.

Mgr. MoorueaD: In the meantime the
patent would expire.

Mr. MORAN: We want to prevent
this company from getting, by hook or
by crook, a renewal of its patent. The
whole of the mining community in this
colony have been asking the Government
to take up this matter, and fight the
company for the remaining period of
their patent; and why give them the
chance of renewing it? They are going
to draw from mining companies in West-
ern Australiu, unless we prevent them,
more than the Government get from the
dividend tax. I believe the dividend tax
in this colony will not be equal to what
that company will be able to draw if they
levy on every mining company, ag they
will if the renewal of this right be given;
and we know that practically every com-
pany has occasion to use cyamde for
extracting gold in Western Australia, and
that this process iz going to be uged all
over the goldfields. How absurd, there-
fore, to tell us that because a company
claiming a proprietary right in a cerfain
process got permission to levy, for four-
teen years, on every person oOr company
in this colony using the cyanide process,
therefore they should obtain an extension
for seven or fourteen years more! 1
never heard of a more absurd argument
from a democrat than we have heard this
afternoon from the member for East
Perth. Burely the hon. member is not
protecting Western Australia, but the
cyanide company in London. When we on
the goldfields heard that the Government
of this colony were going to introduce this
measure, their action was recognised on
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1 the goldfields as distinctly ereditable to
the Governmnent for trying to protect the
greatest industry in the colony from the
undue exactions which this one company
wag trying to enforce on every company
using the cyanide process. And it is the
opinion of every member representing
the goldfields, and probably every mem-

“ber in this House, barring the lawyers,
that there is no legal right, beyond
fourteen yeaxs, to claim a charge for the
use of this process. Those who are
interested in the greatest industry of this
colony will watch the result of this
measure; and I should be sorry to think
another place would take oun itself to
throw out a valuable piece of legislation
of this kind, especially when that other
place bas, by certain recent actions, out-
heroded Herod in its democratic pro-
ceedings.

Me. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
I have to thank the Government for
bringing in this Bill, so as to protect the
interests of this colony. We know fully
well the Government of Victoria had to
pay a short time ago the small smn of
£20,000 to buy out the patent rights of
this company in Victoria. We also
know that if the company’s rights bhave
to Dbe bought ouwt in thig colony, the
amount will not be £20,000, but more
likely £100,000. 'We know that when
any mining company, small or large,
attempts to put up a cyanide plant, and
before the company has actually begun
to work it, a circular letter reaches it
claiming a charge of 5 per cent. on any
gold won by the eyanide process. That
is a pretty good tax, and any company
using the process has also to buy the
cyanide, at a pretty stiff price, too.
Those who manage gold mines or are
interested in their working have plenty
to pay without this extra tax being
imposed on them; and to make gold.
mining pay is not a mere affair of picking
up gold, for where one mine returns

. dividend, there are twenty which
barely pay working expenses. Thatisa
fact; and for any member in this House
to get up and say this is a Bill to robone
company does seem to me absurd. It is
more likely, as the member for Bast
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) said, that one
company is trying to rob 500 or 1,000
other companies; and I do not think
it comes well from the member for
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East Perth to charge this House with |
trying to rob one company. It is the
farthest from our thoughts in this House
to do any injury to this company, which
has certain rights for so many years, and
these rights have not long to run, Surely
this colony has a right to say whether it
will renew that concession. If not, are
we to ask the people of the colony to pay
this large sam of money because we do
. bot want to rob this one compuny? Isay
this one company has been robbing all
the companies for a long time, and will
continue to rob unless we put our foot
down. I hope this Bill will be passed
unanimously, and I am certain the good
sense of the Upper House will also pass
it. This is one of the concessions which
have been given away when this celony
had little or no gold, and we find now the
poeition is unendurable. As far as I can
see, we are doing no harm to this
company, but are carrying ouf exactly
what was given to the company to the
very letter, and I fail to see that the com-
pany would have any cause for com-
plaint. If the Goovernor-in-Council or the
Supreme Court were to grant this further
concession for seven years, they would be
robbing the people of the colony out of
perhaps half o million of money.

Mr. OATS (Yilgarn): I bave studied
this matter for some years, and it is
doubtful whether the McArthur-Forrest
people had any right to the patent. I
look at it in this light, that as West
Australiuns we should consider that the
enormous profits going into the pockets
of the McArthur-Forrest people from the
users of the eyanide process in this colony
would be a great help to this colony if
the money could be retaived here; and T
think the amount which these persons
require for using the cyanide process
would mean the difference, in many cases,
between a company being a dividend-
paying concern or otherwise. I shall
vote in favour of the Bill.

M. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar- .
die) : There is another objection to this
measure which has not found utterance.
I agree with all that has been said by
hon. members representing goldfields,
with regard to the unpleasant nature of
the McArthur-Forrest cyanide exactions.
The claim made by these people for using
the cyanide process is a at incon-
venience and a source of loss to the gold- |
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mining community of this colony, and,
therefore, a loss to the whole community.
It is also a fact that during the period
which the McArthur-Forrest syndicate
have held this patent they have used it as
a means of extortion and oppression, and
their whole proceedings have been charac-
terised by a vulture-like rapacity which
may reflect credit upon them from a com-
wercial point of view, but does not reflect
credit upon them from any other point.
We have seen that their patent rights
have led to endless litigation all over the
world, and the only effect has been to put
a lurge barvest into the pockets of the
legal fraternity. The position is that the
company have the right, or rather the
privilege, of applying for an extension of
their patent; and when this application is
made, the Governor-in-Council would,
under the present law, be bound to refer
the matter to the Supreme Court, where
arguments pro and con could be heard
and the matter decided on its inerits.
That may be a fair arrangement as apply-
ing to ordinary cases, and the Supreme
Court may be expected to decide every
such matter on its merits; and if there
is no good reason for not remewing
the right, the court will no doubt recom-
mend the Governor-in-Council to renew
it. The misfortune is that the proprietors
of this patent are a very wealthy corpora-
tion, and if any individual or company
brings objections against the application,
the objectors will have to fight wealth,
and this may involve years of litigation
and an almost impossible amount of
expense. This Bill provides that any
patentee in the future who may desire to
renew his patent must go to the Governor-
in-Couneil, who can, at his absolute dis-
cretion and without showing any reason,
refuse to renew the patent. That would
apply not only to the McArthur-Forrest
Company, but to all patentees, and that
is the objection I have to this Bill. If
we regard the MeArthur-Forrest Com-
pany as having got encugh from the
users of the cyanide process in this
colony, we ought to take a straight-
forward course by laying it down in this
Bill that, for special reasons applying to
this particular patent, in the event of an
application coming before the Governor-
in-Council for its remewal, it should not
be renewed. That would be far moare
straightforward, and by so doing we
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should avoid the difficulty, which is a
serious one, if we place every inventor or
patentee at the mercy of the Governor-in-
Council or the Government of the colony
for the time being. If the patent were
an article of war, for instance, and there
were a great; oufery against it, the Gov-
ernment of the day might avail them-
gelves of the popular feeling and refuse
to grant a renewal of that patent; ora
patentee applying for a renewal might be
an unpopular person, or a palent itself
might be of an unpopular character, and
we might have the Government of the
day restrained by no scruples whatever.

Me. Georer: Not in Western Aus-
tralia, surely!

Me. VOSPER: In speaking of a
Government without any seruples, I of
course speak of the future only; and if
that condition arise, instead of the
patentee having the privilege of going
to the Supreme Court and there baving
his application dealt with on its merits,
and obtaining such justice as the present
law provides, he would be placed at the
wercy of the Ministry of the day, who
might for personal or political reasons
refuse to do him that justice which
he is now able to get under the
law by applyving to the Supreme Court.
We should say, straight out, that we
refuse to grant renewal of the cyanide
patent, or that we refuse to grant a
renewal to the particular bolders of the
patent ; whereas if the Bill be passed in
its present form, it will refer to all
patentees and inventors, and this in wmy
opinion may be a hardship on them.
1 may say that inventors and the public
generally have not got that sublime con-
fidence in the Government of the day
which is shured by the member for the
Muwrray (Mr. George) and myself; and
if patentees are to be placed at the mercy
of the Ministry for the time being, these
patentees may as well be placed at the
mercy of ravening wolves. We should
say, straight out, that we are aiming at
this compuny, and we should leave all
other inventors out of consideration in
this Bill. To pass the measure as it is
would place all inventors at the mercy of
the Government of the day, and that
would be an exceedingly dangerous inno-
vation. :

Me. MOORHEAD (North Murchi-
son) : I agree with many of the remarks
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made by the member for East Perth, for
I think the principle which uuderlies this
Bill is dangerous, inasmuch as it is aimed
at an individual interest. We had on
one oceasion in this House a piece of legis-
lation of a most opprobrious character,
aimed to protect the interests of a certain
individual; and I remember a very
strong censure being passed by the
Judges of the Supreme Court on that
measure when it came before them.
It is probably within the recollection of
gome hon. members that proceedings were
taken against the then Chairman of Com-
mittees of this House (Mr. Traylen) for
infringing the Constitution Act; and the
country was wuch astonished, on the
second day of the trial of that man, to
see Mr. Burt (then Attorney Gemeral)
walk into court with an Act which had
been rushed through the House for pro.
tecting that individual. I remember there
wag at the time a good deal of comment,
both by the Press and the public at large,
on the expediency of such a meagure; and
now we have a similar measure sought to
be passed through this House, not pro-
tecting an individual company, but aimed
at what ome gentleman has styled the
“ robbery of a company.” Ilistened with
attention to the speech of the member for
Bast Coolgardie (Mr. Moran), and I may
be pardoned when I say that I with
difficulty followed his line of argument,
If argument at all there was in that
speech, it was tantamount to this, that
because lawyers derive a considerable
profit from litigation, therefore this
measure shonld be passed to protect the
public. Tdo not think that is a sufficiently
good argument to address to hon. mem-
bers, who are now asked to pass a measure
which deprives a company of the protection
given them by the existing law. I fail to
see that a company can be charged with
rgbbery who are mercly obtaining the
henefits of a contract entered into with
them by the Government of this colony.
Under the existing Patent Act, the com.
pany who are now aimed at obtained
letters patent. A section of that Act
gives them the right to apply for a pro-
longation of these letters patent; therea
fore, if they apply under that section, they
are acting legally; and, although this may
be news to the Premier, they are acting in
accordance with the statutory authority
of this colony ; und I think 1t ia absurd
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and childish for any hon. member to say
that they are robbing because they are
availing themselves of this or that statu-
tory right. The law recognises that the
company bave a right to charge a royalty;
and as long as the law recognises that,
then I think the company are in no worse
position than any other company who
bave a right to charge a royalty to those
uging their patents. Now what is the
principle aimed at in the Bill ? In the
first place it is, as the Attorney General
has said, against one particular com-
pany. |

M=r. MongER : Quite right, too.

Mr. MOORHEAD : Consequently I
submit that this Bill is a reflection upon
the administration of law in this colony.
It is based upon the idea that these
patentees will, as a matter of course,
obtain a prolongation of.the patent. I
should liké to point out very briefly that
before a person can obtain an extension
of a patent, the Court must be satisfied
of many things : first, what profits the
agsignee is obtaining, and what profit the
original patentee is obtaining; secondly,
what profits the original patentee will be
entitled to under the extension of the
patent; and mavy questions of similar
import, all tending to show whatthe protec-
tion to the public will be if theprolongation
be granted, and how it will affect the
public if such a prolongation is extended.
These are questions which I submit our
judiciary in this colony are quite able
and impartial enough to try; and by
seeking to remove from the purview of
the Supreme Court the decision of a
question of this sort, we are casting a
grave reflection upon the impartiality of
our legal tribunals. And, thirdly, I sub-
mit that this Bill has, underlying it,
a bad principle. After the speech of
the Attorney General, hon. members
can bhave no doubt that this question
15 t0 be referred to a tribunal which
has already made up its mind. The
language of the Attorney General was:
“We wish to settle for ever any doubt
there may be upon a decision of this
character. We do not want a prolonga-
tion or an extension of the patent, and
therefore we take away from the con-
struction of Section 30 of the original
Act any doubt which may exist upon the
right of the Governor to determine the
matter in Council.” In the first place,
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as I have already pointed out, we, by
doing that, cast a grave reflection on the
impartiality of existing tribunals, and
refer the decision of this question to a
tribunal by which it has practically been
decided. I therefore say, on these
grounds, that I support the observations
of the member for East Perth (Mer.
James), and I shall be very happy
indeed, not only to vote against this Bill,
but o do all in my power to oppose it in
Committee. If the Attorney Geuneral be
successful in carrying this Bill, T would
suggest to him very respectfully that it
would be well to insert in the Act itself a
definition of the word “ patentee.” It is
most extraordinary that in all our Acts
there is an omission of that definition ;
and if this Bill be passed, considerable
difficulty may arise from time to time with
regard to the construction or position of
an assignee under the Act.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon, Sir J.
Forrest): I did not intend to speak with
regard to this Bill, but the speeches of the
member for East Perth (Mr. James) and
the member for North Murchison (Mr.
Moorhead) have induced e to do so.
It seems to me this Bill dees not seek to
interfere with any contract which already
exists, but it seeks to give discretion to the
Governor-in-Council to decide whether a
contract already existing shall be pro-
louged.

Mr. James: What about Clause 2 ?

Tee PREMIER : The words of Clause
2 are that the registration shall not be valid
or effective beyond the term wmentioned
in the original letters patent. Well, it
seems to me it would be quite competent
for this House to pass a. Bill to the effect
that there shall be no patent laws in the
colony at all, after the expiration of the
patents now existing. A good deal has
been said about existing laws, but the
same power that made those laws can pass
this Bill.

Mg. James: But this Bill is aimed at
one company only.

Tae PREMIER: We are not bound
to arrange our legislation so as to suit
exactly a decision which may be given by
the Privy Council in England. We do
not know what the Privy Council will do;
but it may agree fo give an extension of
this patent for another fourteen years to
these patentees, who reside in England,
and why-this colony should be saddled
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with this terrible burden on that account
I cannot understand. The remarks of
the member for East Perth (Mr. James)
went only thus far, that the law as it
now stands 18 sufficient, and therefore
this Bill is not necessary. We say in
regard to this particular patent which
has been discussed, that when the term
mentioned in the original patent expires,
we do not want to see the patent renewed
in this colony. There is no doubt about
that. We do not want to interfere with
the term of the original patent, bul we
do wish most emphatically to say that
we do not want the patent to contivue in
this cclony for any longer period than
the term of the original letters patent. I
cannot think that this Legislature, in
trying to protect the interests of the
public, can be doing anything wrong.
The company have a patent for a
certain  term, and we say, “ When
that term expires we will not give
you a renewal of it; we do not want
you to have u renewal; and if the
law in England, or the law here, might
favour you in that direction and give you
an extension, we must alter our local
law.” It must be remembered that it
rests with the Judges at home, or the
Judges Lere, to say whether they think
there should be an extension. The com-
pany have no right to an extension. The
extension depends upon the decision of
the courts at home, as to whether there
is any objection to granting it, and of
the courts here as to whether they think
there i any such objection. One hon.
member told us that by the Bill the
Governor would have a right to say,
“We will give you an extension for 12
hours, or 24 hours.” Well, if that be
the case, we may depend upen it the
Governor will say: “ We will not give it
to you for more than five minutes,” if
the continuance of the patent is dinmetri-
cally opposed to the interests of the colony,
as would be the continuance of this patent.
It is contrary to the interests of this
country that the monopoly should exist
longer than the term mentioned in the
original letters patent. That being so, I
say we are determined it shall not last
any longer than can be helped, and in so
doing I think we are acting like prudent
people, by deciding this matter for our-
gelves, and by not allowing this patent to
be renewed in this colony when the term
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mentioned in the original letters has
expired.

Ma. Vospee: You say more than that.
The Bill refors to all patenta.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison): This Bill is, to a very large
extent, one which must be interpreted by
the learned members of thjs House; bhut
it seems to me the argument has become
a little confused; at any rate, it has
confused ine, if not other members. As
I understand, a patent is granted for the
encouragement of inventors. It hus been
suggested to me a wmoment ago that a
great many people spend a good deal of
time in trying to invent sowething of
importance to the general public which
may be a vast saving to the public, or
which may bring large profits to the
public as a whole. The idea we have in
giving patents at all is to protect the
braing of men who invent, We may not
succeed in so doinyg, but that is our inten-
tion. The idea of a patent law, whether
it be successful or not, 1 to give
encouragement to men to use their braing
for the public good. Take, for instance,
the Wood reaper and binder. I suppose
that invention has been of immense value
to a very large number of people. Now
it is very hard to say that, when a man
has invented a reaper and binder which
saves a large amount of money to every-
one who uses it, he is a robber because
he charges for or obtains a royalty on
this patent, the result of his own inven-
tive genius.

Mz. Harper: In this instaoce, the
inventor does not get the benefit.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : He may not
get it, but that iz not the point at issue.
The point at issue is that the idea of a
patent is that the inventor who uses
his brains and invents a labour-saving
or profit-making appliance, should have
the benefit of his effort and of his inven-
tive power. Take the case before us,
assuming for a moment that this patent
is genuine, it has been doubted, and it has
been said this particular patent is pirated
from some other inventor; but that is a
guestion we can hardly enter intn. Who-
ever invented it, it has Leen of immense
advantage to the mining community, It
hus enabled companies to extract a vast
profit out of tailings which they never
could have got but for the benefit of this
particular patent. Now comes a time in
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which, in consequence of the large output
and of the vast amount of gold obtained
by this particular process, a great, unusual,
and unexpected profit is being derived
by the people who own this patent.
They have an existing right under the
patent for a certain number of years and
beyond that they have an imphed right
by application. These people take out a
patent under the Act, and they have a
right to the sole monopoly of this patent
as the result of their efforfs and their
inventive genius. Bubt beyond that they
may apply to the court for an extension
of time. Up to this time the patentees’
rights have been confined to 14 years: we
come to the point at which the patentees
have enjoved the rights for 14 years. The
patentee goes to the court and asks to
have his rights renewed for a further
tern, say seven years. It seeins clear to
me, arguing a3 a layman, it is for the
court to say “yes” or “mo” to that
application or to moderate that applica-
tion as it seems fit. The patentee asks
for seven years; the court may grant one,
two, or five years, or the court has the
right to grant any extension it thinks
right. The court cught to be and will be
influenced by such evidence as is brought
before it, and if it can be shown that the
patentee has no further right, and that
in the interests of the public or in fair-
ness to the public he ought not to have
an extension, I presume the court will
not grant the extension. 1 believe very
largely in the view taken by the member
for Bast Perth (Mr. James) that the
legislation in the Bill appears to be
wholly unnecessary, because, as I under-
stand the exposition by the member for
East Perth, which was confirmed by the
member for North Murchison { Mr. Moor-
head), the court has to be moved and
when the court gives its decisiomn, that
decision must be approved by the Execu-
tive Council. Sub-section 5 of Section 30
says:

It shall be lawful for the Governor-in-
Council to extend the term of the patent for a
further term not exceeding seven .
years
When this is granted we stand under the
law in this position: if it is for the
public good, the Executive will say they do
nof think the time ought to be extended.
The Exccutive can extend the time for
seven days or seven weeks or three
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months, and then they have fulfilled ail
the conditions and covenants under the
law. DBut what is proposed in this Bill
is not that we shull take awway the par-
ticular right—that might be advisable
probably in the interests of the mining
community ; but the light in which the
mining industry should consider this is,
that although they have paid a consider-
able amount of money for this process,
they have obtained a vast amount of gold
and they would not have used the patent
unless it paid them. Therefore the
mining community ought in fairness to
recoguise this point. Coming to the other
point dealing with the decision of the
Supreme Court that these people are
entitled to a renewal ; it rests undoubtedly
with the Executive as to how long the
renewal should be. The Executive Council,
knowing what is involved, would make the
renewal as short as possible. I want to
indorse the suggestion of the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr., Vosper)
that we are not dealing under the
Bill with one particular company, but
with all persons; and it seems to me
we are going a little too far in order
to reach one patentee, the existence
of whose patent is oppressive, when we
have powers under the present Act to
meet the difficulty. The Supreme Court
decides whether the putentee is entitled
to renew his patent, and then the question
a8 to whether the time shall be for a
month or a year is considered. When
we have that power under the existing
Act it seems wrong and too sweeping to
take away the rights of anyone who may
invent. This is what the Bill does: 1t
takes away everybody's right, it takes
away the right to extension of time for
every patentee because the Bill must
apply to all patentees. What strikes me
is that this Bill is too sweeping in its
character. Ifin the wisdem of this House
it be deermed advisable to end this par-
ticular patent, the better way of refusing
it would be to pass o resolution in the
House saying that the power which rests
or vests 11 the Executive Council should
be exercised in this case and no extension
granted, or only a limited extension. We
do not know what valuable patents may
arige in the future, A man may invent
something of an important character and
of great value, but during the term of the
patent, 14 years, he may have no result,
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but by un extension of a few years longer
he could be rewarded for his genius.
This is taken ‘away from the inventor
under the Bill. It seems to me that the
argument of the member for East Perth
is unanswerable; that for all just and
lawful purposes we have power under
existing legislation. T think hon.members
who are interested, ag I am, in seeing that
this patent should come to an end as soon
a8 possible will find that all that is
necessary is in the Act, if the Executive
ouly exercise the powers under Sub-section
5 of Section 30. Under that section an
end can be brought to any patent which
is inimical to the interests of the public.

Taeg ATTORNEY GENERAL (in
reply): I do not iotend to make any
reply as to the merits or demerits of the
patentees of thbis great invention, or
rather the persons who at present hold
the patent, because they are not the
original patentees. I bave myself known
from long personal experience what the
McArther-Forrest pecple have done in
other countries, because I had it brought
under my notice. I was six months
chairman of the commission which was
determining the question whether this
patent was valid in South Africa. That
commission travelled throughout Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. In that case
the whole evidence was directed to whether
the same patent in use was that applied
for and granted to the patentee. It
appears when the patent was first granted
the strength of the solution was not
determined, and the fact 15 that as a
matter of practice it was thought by the
patentees that the solution had to be of a
certain strength, otherwise the gold could
not be extracted. But it turned out
afterwards that in order to make the
process effective, the solution had to bea
dilute solution, and so dilute that it was
foreign altogether to the original patent:
that was shown in the case which came
before the court.

Mz. MooRHEAD :
Consols.

Tae ATTGRNEY GENERAL: This
oceurred about six years age, long before
the TLake View Consols was heard of.
Those gentlemen who exercised the rights
of the patentees demanded and got from
the gold companies of South Africa 10
per cent. of the gross return. That was
a monstrous demand to make.

The Lake View
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Mgz. James: How can you say it was
monstrous ¥

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: No
doubt it was monstrous. In addition to
that, their income amounted to three
quarters of a million. It appears that
this demand became so outrageously un-
fair to every fair-thinking person, and to
those perspns who had to submit to ita
crushing effect, that they clubbed together
and the patent was vpset in the South
African Republic. The people of the
(Gold Recovery Company were very smart,
and they came to all the colonjes—this
one too—amended their specification and
registered in the office here, without say-
ing a word to anyone about it. That was
one of the objects I had in view in the
Act which was introduced last year, to
prevent a. repetition of that kind of thing.
It is a monstrous thing when a man
under the pretence of an amended appli-
cation obtaing a patent.

Me. James: The Court of Appeal
might upset that.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: My
friend may say that the Court of Appeal
might upset that, but when one has to
fight o wealthy company like this, one is
rather shy, I know that the expenses of
the litigation T had some experience of
amounted to £400,000. It was an uphill
task. Then we come to the question of
the extension beyond the period of 14
years. We know that the patentee can
apply for an extension for unother seven
years.

Mr. James: Does not the present Act,
under Section 30, leave it to the Governor-
in-Council as to the term of the exten-
sion P

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
If the hou. member says it does, then all
his argumentis futile. It iz unnecessary
for him to attack the Bill, Decause
according to the hon. member's conilen-
tion, this Bill is only declaratory of the
law as it is. I openly say it is not
declaratory of the law as it stands: it is
to take away the right to demand a
renewal of the patent. This is u case for
the benefit of the whole of the mining
community, and the Government must
have regard to the interests of the mining
community rather than the interests of

! individeals who are making a large
| thing out of the patent.
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Questivn put and passed.
Biil read a second time.

At 6-30, the SpEareR left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

CIRCUIT COURTS JUDGE BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : I beg to move the second read-
ing of this Bill. It is a short measure,
being a Bill merely to aunthorise the
appropriation of a salary for another
Judge of the Supreme Cowrt. For a long
time past there has been a demand for
another Judge. 'The {overnment have
tried to avoid appointing another Judge,
because we thought that litigation
might not continue to the same extent
has it has done lately,. We were
also aware that in South Australia, which
has double the population of this colony,
only three Judges are appointed, and we
thought that perhaps the work of the
Supreme Court here would not increase,
and that the appointment of a fourth
Judge might be avoided. But in doing
that we were aware that the Circuit
Courts Act of 1897, providing for the
holding of sittings of the Supreme Court
in certain districts, was not being carried
out, and it is the general opinion both in
this House and the colony that the Circuit
Courts Act shall be brought into exis-
tence, especially on the goldfields, and
that popalous districts should have the
advantage of sittings- of the Supreme
Court for all cazes. This has not been
possible without increasing the strength
of the Supreme Court bench. The pre-
amble of the Bill sets forth the reasons
why the Government have considered it
desirable to appoint another Judge, in
order that the Circuits Court Act of
1897 may be carried out, and sets forth
that the salary of another Judge should
be provided. Whatever may be said in
regard t0 the past and the action of the
Government in not recommending this
House to provide a fourth Judge, I think
everyone will agree that the time has
arrived now for this step to be taken, and
Y therefore move the second reading of
the Bill.

Mz. JLLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : I am glad to welcome this Bill
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‘ and the proposed appointment of a Circuit

Courts Judge. I hope that when the
Bill passes, as I feel sure it will, the time
of the new Judge will be given, if not
exclusively, at any rate sufficiently to
carry on the Circuit Courts on the gold-
fields and in other principal centres of
the colony. We really require this assist-
ance, for the sake of persons who are
compelled to go into Court; and I hope
that full attention will be given to the
larger centres of the colony—I will not
say distinctly and solely on the goldfields,
though they must be the principal centres.
The necessity which has existed for a long
time for the holding of sittings of the
Supreme Court in the several large centres
on the goldfields and elsewhers, justifies
the appointment of a fourth Judge; and
if it were not 50, I do not know that I
should be prepared to support the Bill
The scattered condition of our colony and
the long distance which separate one
portion of the community from another
make it in the highest degree inconvenient
for people to be obliged to travel long
distances to Perth, whether as litigants
or witnesses, for attending trials in the
Supreme Court here; and this incon-
venience and waste of time 1o all the,
parties concerned will be greatly reduced
by the holding of Circuit Courts. I hope
the Bill will pass, and that the new Judge
will be for the Circuit Courts work.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY,

Debate on financial policy resumed
from 11th October; third day.

Sz JAMES G. LEE STEERE
(Nelson) : Before this discussion closes, I
feel it incumbent on me, as representing
both sides of the House, to express my
great regret and disappointment at there
being no provision on these Estimates for
increasing the accommodation and con-
veniences for members of this House.
Hon. members will recollect that last
year some plans were prepared and placed
before a committee of this House, who
approved of them; and I certainly
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expected that when this had been done, ! ment, by whom it is really wanted,

there would have been some provision
made on this year's Estimates for carry-
ing out those improvements. Shortly
before Parliament met this session, T had
an interview with the then Director of
Public Works (Mr. Piesse), and placed
before him the necessity for having some-
thing done this session; and I stated to
him that I would refrain from making
an application for having painting and
other colouring work done to the
present rooms, because I thought this
expense would be wvseless in view of
the intention %o build refreshment rooms
and other additions to this building.
Mr. Piesse took those plans, and bad a
few alterations made in them in allocating
the different rooms which I suggested;
and then the plans were, I helieve,
returned to him, and a copy sent to me;
and I certainly thought that the then
Director of Public Works (Mr. Piesse)
would have placed this matter before the
Cabinet. T cannot say whether he did
so or mot. It may be that in conse-
quence of his resigning office about that
time, the necessity for these alterations
was not brought under the notice of the
Government. Of course it is =zcarcely
necessary for me to point out to hon.
members the great need there is for
increased accommodation; but I will
enumerate some of the requirements.
Take, first of all, the Clerks’ room. That
is 80 lumbered up with papers and books
that there is not room for the clerks to
do their work., 'Then take that little
Library room. Why, it would be scouted
as insufficient by a mechanics’ institute
in some smwall country town. Then we
have had, on occasions during this session,
as many as four select committees which
oughtto have beensittingat the sametime;
but there was only one room for their
gittings, the work of Parliament being
thereby much impeded. Again, we have
no accommodation whatever for the Hon-
sard reporters in transeribing their notes,
The Public Works Department have
given up two little roome during the
time Parliament is in session for the
convenience of the Hansard reporters;
but these rooms are given up at great
ineonvenience to that department. Then
there is the room of the Opposition,
another room which has been taken

but they have been obliged to give
it up at great inconvenience to them.
selves, Thereis no possibility of Ministers
having a room to themselves; and as far
as our refreshment room goes, it is prob-
ably large enough, but it has such a barn-
like appearance that I am ashamed to
take into it any member of Parliament
wlo comes from ancther colony. It looks
almost indecent, I may say, to be the
refreshment room of the Parliament of
this country. Probably a great number
of members here have been in the Parlia-
ment Houses of the other colonies, and
have seen the great conveniences their
members enjoy. I do not wish to see
such magnificent rooms erected for this
Parliament, nor do 1 wish to see new
Parliament buildings put up at a great
expense; because I think, as far as our
Legislative Assembly chamber is con-
cerned, it is a verv nice room indeed, and
will last our Parliament for yeara; butI
do think it absolutely necessary that
there should be increased accommodation,
not only for carrying on the work of
Parliament, but to afford greater conveni-
ences to members of this House. And
this iz more especially important in view
of the fact that after the next general
election we ghall bave an increased number
of members here. Therefore I hope the
Government may even vet see their
way, before the Estimates are closed, to
provide for going on with these works
at once. Having looked through the
Estimates, I am personally of opinion
that I can see where sufficient saving can
be made to pay for the required accom-
modation. T forget the exact amount the
alterations were estimated to cost, but I
think it was something like £5,000; and
for that expenditure we should get suffi.
cient accommodation bere to last this
Parliament for many years to come. I
hope that before we separate some arrange-
ments will be made for putting up those
buildings; and they ought to be pro-
ceeded with immediately, so that they
may be ready for the next Parliament
when elected.

Tee PREMIER (in explanation on one
point) : I regret that the Speaker should
think that we have not Dbeen mindful
enough of our own comfort, and the
comfort of this House; but T can assure

away from the Public Works Depart- | hon. members that this matier has not
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come under my notice. I had very great
difficulty in arranging the Hstimates, and
no one ever brought this under my
attention ; in fact, my memory does not
serve me very well as to what we did in
the matter last session. I was under the
impression that we had not made up our
minds as to our future habitation, that
we had our eyes upon a cerfain site,
which I believe we all approved by
resolution,

Me. GEORGE :
bala for you!

M=s. Moraw: It will be a long while
before you get there.

Tae PREMIER : T refer to the site of
the old Barracks. But as for inten.
tionally neglecting to do something for
this House, I am sure that was far
from my thoughts. I quite agree with
the Speaker that the accommodation is
not very good. The conveniences are not
what they ought to be; but I think the
reason for that is, we never intended to
remain here. There was an idea of
improving this building, and making it
gnitable for new Houses of Parliament.
In order to do that, we should have to
buy the Town Hall, or a portion of if.
Without that there is no room. At oue
time the Government did intend to mnake
that purchase, and I hope it will be
made.

Me. A. Forrmsr: The building is for
sale.

Tae PREMIER : But then, that is not
possible now. We have had so much to
do; we have had an immense revenue,
but still the demands on ug are so great
that we could spend a good deal more
than is available. I do not know what
items the hon. the Speaker referred to
in the Estimates as being capable of
excision. I should like to know what
they are; but probably it will be found
that they, too, have been promised. I do
not knmow any items which eould easily
be got rid of. However, when we come
to discuss the items, perhaps someone
will be able to suggest economies.

Mgz. Vosrer: In the Premier's Depart-
ment.

Tae PREMIER: If you touch the
Premier's Departinent, you must cut out
every item in it.

Mer. Groree: That is it. Try your
own department,

Tae PREMIER: We will try yours.

What is that?

Bom-
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Mg. GgorgE: I have none yet.

Tee PREMIER : You never will have
one, I think.

Mz. Georce: Shall I not?

Tar PREMIER: I will look into the
matter, and see what ¢an be done. The
difficulty is wbat to do, and what to
alter.

Mr. Vosper: There is plenty of room
upward.

Tae PREMIER: I have no doubt this
chamber could go up higher if the roof
were taken off, and we have generally felt
rather crowded in this old room. I do
not know whether the plans prepared by
the late Director of Public Works (Mr.
Piesse) made such provision. I do not
remember to have seen them, and do not
know whether they included provision
for taking off the voof of this chamber.
With the space at our disposal, this is
rather a troublesome building to improve ;
gtill T will have a look at the plans, and
will see what can be done.

Me. PIESSE (Williams): I regret I
was not present when the Speaker made
his remarks this evening with regard to
the proposed uccommeodation to be pro-
vided for members and officers of this
House, otherwise I should have been
only too pleased to follow his explana-
tion. But, as I understand, he made
reference to the want of accommodation
here, and to plans which were prepared
last year, submitted to members, laid
upon the table of the refreshment room
for some days, looked into by hon. mem-
hers at the time, and, I understood,
approved of by them. Of course, amongst
the many duties the Premier has to fill,
no doubt the matter, which was not made
a Cabinet matter and was not fully dis.
cussed, may have escaped his observation.
During the course of the session of 1899
we had plans prepared for certain addi-
tions to the Public Offices which were to
be ultimately made use of by the Public
Works Department, but which, in the
meantime, would have served to accom-
modate the members and officers of this
House. At that time my attention was
drawn to the inadequacy of the accommo-
dation provided for the Hansard and
Press reporters, and, 1 think, it was the
wish of the House that some proposed
designs should be submitted. 'The inten-
tion was to carry out a wing, for which
| provision had been made, from the public




Annual Estimates:

[16 Ocrozser, 1900.]

buildings at the back of these premises; '
and the intention was not to interfere .

with the present chamber, or with the
rooms st the back, but to erect a wing
with a basement, the basement to be used
for storing records, and the rooms above

for offices; and these other rooms, which

would have been on the same design as
the present Government Offices, would
have heen made use of for other purposes
in connection with the Assembly. Such
plans were prepared. The estimated cost
of these additions was put down at some-
thing like £9,000. If we had decided to
erect those huildings, no doubt the accom-
modation so much needed here would
bave been available; and ultimately, as I
pointed out, when we erect new Parlia-
ment Houses, these buildings could then
be used for the purposes of the Public
Works Department, and no doubt such
additions would be very nseful and neces-
sary. I much regret the matter has
not been attended to this session, during
which I may say it was fully my inten-
tion to bring it to the Premier’s notice,
I am sure the Premier is not in any way
to blame in regard fo this delay, because
it was o matter which the Public Works
Department had in hand. Although these
plans were upon the table for the perusal
of hon. members, at the same time it was
a matter not fully discussed by the
Government as to ways and means, and
whether it was desirable to carry out the
work. It was my intention, had I con-
tinued to fill the position of Director of
Public Works, to bring this matter under
the notice of the Premier; and I regret
that circumstances prevented my doing
#0. There is no one regrets more than I
do the inconvenience to which those
engaged in the official work of this House
are subjected in carrying out their duties.
No one knows better than I the incon-
veniences the Hansard and the Press
reporters suffer from the want of accom-
modation ; and we must not forget that
there is no accommodation for the officers
of this Housze, and scarcely any for the
members. The accommodation is so
limited that the proposal which I made
at the time would, I think, have met all
immediate requirements until provision
could have been made for the erection of
permanent buildings. I hope now that
attention has been drawn to the matter,
it may receive some consideration at the
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hands of the Premier. He has already
said he will look into it, and probably he
will have an opportunity of so doing; and
if T can in any way assist in bringing
about the necessary chanpges, I shall be
only too pleased to do so. I think that
should meet the case. No one knows
better than I, and T am sure hon. members
are aware, that we need some further
accommodation, and that accommodation
should, if possible, be provided during
the next recess.

Mgz. Vosper: The matter now stands
adjourned for the next ten years.

Mr. PIESSE: No. I think it is a
matter which might be considered on the
Supplementary Estimates,

Mr. WALLACE (Yalgoo) : As one of
the country members who has to make
the Legislative Assembly my home for
the greater part of the time 1 am in
Perth, T feel much pleased with the
Speaker for Lringing this matter before
the House to-night. I agree with him
that to introduce a vigitor into this
Chamber, and then to take him through
to the Refreshment Room at the back,
which I think may honestly and fairly
be classed as a mere barn, and then to
take him out by the private exit of the
Asserably rooms, where we come into a
most dirty and disreputable looking place,
which I think might well be called the
“gecond cow yard” in Perth, would be
most distressing. We have continually to
trudge through inches of mud and water;
we are falling over heaps of stone and
rubbish belonging to the Muaicipal
Council ; we are blocked up by iron pipes
and rope varn that have no connection
with members of Parliament, nor with
this House. I think I might mention,
while the Speaker is here, that the
interests of the country wembers have
not been studied to the extent they might
bave been, because, 10 a preal exient,
of the fact that no country members have
been on the standing committees of this
House. I have heard it said, * Let those
niembers go on such committees ’; but I
for one have not had an opportunity of
getting on. Gentlemen like the Speaker
and the Premier, living in town and
having their homes here, .do not see the
necessity for country mwewmbers being
better accommodated than they have
been. I know if the Premier had to
endure what country members have to
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put up with, some alteration would soon
be made, Country members have to
make this their home.

Tae Peemir : Not their home, surely.
We shall have to charge you for it, if that
is the case.

Mr. Vosrrr: Bo you do.

Me. WALLACE: I do not think that
any member gets anything in the Legis-
lative Assembly without paying for it. I
wani to bring under the notice of the
Premier, that while I would be anxious
to see the Parliamentary buildings erected,
1 believe we are not now in a position to
commence such buildings. But I agree
with the Speaker in his reference to the
plans which were Jaid on the table of the
Refreshment Room, showing the additions
and extension of the present bLuildings,
which I wunderstand provided private
rooms for members, as well as for the
officers of the House. [ would ask the
Premier to consider the question of
placing something on the Estimates for
additions to the present buildings, for I
fear the time is not near at hand when
we can erect those buildings which a
majority of us wish to see erected on the
west end of St. George’s Terrace.

Mgz, ILuineworTH : When we are all
dead.

Mr. WALLACE : I hope the remarks
of the Speaker will be remembered and
followed out as far as the finances of the
eountry will allow.

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : I
think the way in which this session
has been carried on is somewhat dif-
forent from other sessions, as we have
had the leading financial debate in the
earlier part of the session. I do not
intend to delay the House for more
than a few moments this evening. I
have already said in the early part of
the session what I intended in regard to
loan matters. T took great ¢ure in going
into the fizures, and I was enabled to lay
before the House the conclusions which I
arrived at, and which I think were correct.
These conclusions have not heen seriously
denied by anybody. The leader of the
Opposition has arrived at the same con-
clusions, in the very moderate speech
which he made the other evening; but
there are one or two points on which we
differ, the totals being the same. The
leader of the Oppositinn takes the reap-
propriations entirely as being applied to
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new works. That would scarcely be
found to be correet, ihasmuch as in some
cases it was only the lending of the vote
from one authorised work to another.
But the leader of the Opposition has
under-estimated the amount of works in
hand, and in deing this perbaps he acted
wisely. He had no desire in view, nor
have I, to place the financial position of
the colony in any light except that which
wag an absolutely true and correct one.
In these reappropriations I fiud that the
whole amount, very often, will not have
to be met by a fresh loan, but if the
money has to be borrowed it will not
have to be borrowed for new works alto-
gether, It will be found that the whole
£900,000 has not been expended on
works which have already been estimated
for. The way in which I went to work
was that I took the estimated cost of the
authorised works and then those proposed
in this session of Parliament. In taking
the engineer’'s estimates, we have arrived
at the conclusion—the Premier admits it,
and the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans), who has now left us, said the
other evening that there was no doubt
about it—that when the works are com-
pleted the debt will be between 14 and
14} millions sterli T have no desire
to go over what J said in the early part
of the session, but I wish to intimate that
I shal! he very pleased indeed if the
report of the General Manager of Railways
can be laid on the table to-morrow,
because I want to say something on the
general question when the railway esti-
mates come before the House. On that
subject I may speak at fairly considerable
length. In conmnection with this matier
I think if possible we should have the
report to-morrow. Wa should also have
the promigsed report by the (Government
officers on the condition of the Midland
Railway rolling-stock. That would be
necessary to the general debate on the
railways of Western Australia, as we
Enow it is the wish of the country that
the Midland railway shall be taken over,
purchased, or got possession of somehow
by the Grovernment. One of the first
thinga we want to know is in whut con-
dition is the rolling-stock on that railway
line as well as in what condition iz the
rolling-stock on the Government lines.
It is evident if it is intended to get that
railway line by every legal means in our
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power and to take it over, we shall have
to refurnish it, if the rolling-stock is not
good. Therefore we must take into con-
eideration in what condition is the rolling-
stock on that line, which carries so much
of the traffic in Western Australia, and
forms so important & length of railway
between the northern and southern por-
tions of this colony. I do not know
whether the Treasurer, before he leaves
this Chamber-—

Mz. Monger: It will be some months

et

Mr. MORAN: There is no guestion
the Premier is going to leave, and that
it is a matter of the deepest regret to
everybody in this Assembly. But what
I was going to say is this: we do not
know what the decision of the Cabinet
may be in reference to loans. It may be
that the Premier and his Cabinet will
place a loan, before the Premier departs
from the head of affairs. I want to draw
attention to the fact that there are about
50 odd millions of money lying idle in
the banks of Australasia.

Tur Peemier: Who said that ?

Mr. MORAN : We are told, and I
believe it is a fact.

Tas Premier: What do they want
it for? . ’

Me. MORAN : Well, some of the other
¢olonies have got some of the money, and
at equally cheap rates as they get money
ir London. I do not know the exact
figures; I have not been able to get
them.

Tae PrEMIER : It would be a trouble
to get that money, I think.

Me. MORAN: I think I shall be
within the mark in saying that some of
the Australasian colonies bave borrowed
five millions locally ; and even little Tas-
mania, which is not to be compared with
‘Western Australia in resources and pos-
sibilities, has got some of that money at
between three and three and a half per
cent.

Mgz, InLineworTH: At par.

Mr. MORAN: At par: the leader of
the Opposition gays that. That is a very
satisfactory loan, to my mind. 1 think
three and a half per cent. at par for
‘Western Australia, would be a very satis-
factory loan, and I maintain that three
and a half per cent. at paris a very satis-
factory loan for any young country: it is
quite satisfactory enough for us. If the
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prospects of this colony that the Premier
speaks about and tells us of, and which we
believe after having listened to the pane.
gyric on this colony by the member for
Coolgardie, which he gavein the Refresh.
ment Room yesterday—that hon. membes
being an authority on gold-mining and
finance—having listened to that deserip-
tion that this colony so far transcends
every colony in wealth and possibilities,
ought it not to be possible for the Govern.-
ment, to give consideration to the fact that
the other colonies have got money locally
and would it not be wise for the Govern-
ment to open tenders in Australasia and
at home at the same time? While I believe
this, we know that caution is absolutely
necessary. Nothing would be worse than
to have a failure over a locally placed
loan: that would not be good at all;it
would be just like floating & mining com-
pany or any other company wkere people
around the place were supposed to take
shares, but do not. If a mining pm
ogition is placed on the market and

is taken up in Western Australia, it is
much easier to float that company in
Londor. Every mining man knows if
shares are taken up in the country where
the mine is, the London pecple have no
hesitation in finding the capital. I do
not know where I saw it, but I saw that
there are 50 millions of money lying idle
in the banks of Australasia.

Mz. Vosper: I saw it, too.

Me. A, Forrest: I think the banks
owe that,

Mr. MORAN: All the other colonien
have ventured on the local market.

Tee Premigr: There is a great deal
of fuss, though.

Me. MORAN: I only draw attention
to this phase of the question; and we
know that Western Australia is now part
of the federal umion. The federalists
in the other colonies told us—it was
their principal argument throughout the
campaign-—that “if you federate you
will any amount of Eastern capital
in Western Australia.” That argument
was used by every speaker, including
the Premier himself—that there would
be more confidence in Western Australia
if we joined the federal union, Here
iz an opportunity to prove confidence
in Western Australia; and as I said
before, I have no doubt the Premier will
be cautious and feel his way before
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adopting any plan of that kind. On the
whole, like the leader of the Opposition,
I feel inclined to congratulate the Govern-
ment as far as their HEstimates ars
concerned for the way in which they
handled them last year, I do not kmow
if there is any other colony in Australia
which could have got into a big deficit
and got out again in the next year. I
think therein lies great credit to the
Treasurer. No colony at the present time
has such a buoyant revenue as that of
Western Australia; the only danger' I
gee is that we are living at double the
rate, in the way of extracting from the
people of the colony, of any other colony.
We are working our railway system on
half the population per mile of any other
colony in Australia and any country in
the world. 'We have about 96 people per
mile of railway, and no other country is
working on less than 200 people per mile
of railway. Our public travel a good
deal and use a tremendous amount of
goods. The reason is this, that in the
interior there is a great population, and
we have to carry stuff to them. That
is satisfactory as far as the railways are
concerned ; bul it must not be forgotten
that in every other celony there was more
trafic on the railways before places
became settled. When a place is more
settled, the rate per head, using the
railways, comes down. The late Commis-
gioner of Railways knows that very well.
We are living at a terribly high rate; we
are carrying a fair amount of cenvas, and
the Estimates submitted by the Treasurer
are moderate and safe; that they will be
realised, I have no doubt. I do not think
that our tariff will be interfered with at
all this year by the Federal Parliament.
Tt is beginning to be seen clearly that
our tariff will not be interfered with soon ;
therefore our most certain source of
revenue will remain untouched.  Whilst
on this subject, I regret the Premier has
not been able to get the return as to the
amount of customs duty paid on inter-
colonial manufuctured goods.

Tre PreMiER: They are not able to
get it.

Mg. MORAN: If they are not able to
get it for us, why were they able to get
it for the Federal Committee? Mr.
Owen gave a fairly approximate estimate,
all must admit. Mr. Owen gave a special
report: no doubt it was a very laborious
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work, and I think he could get this esti-
mate

Tae PrrmiEr: They cannot get it.

Mr. MORAN: Am I to understand,
ig it coming out, that we cannot find out
what we are likely to lose on the sliding
scale ?

Tar PrEMIEr: I will lay the papers
on the table to-morrow.

Mr. MORAN: If the estimate cannot
be made now, I fail to see how it was
made before. Tt is a peculiar thing that
we are to estimate our customs duty and
not know whether we are going to lose in
the future one-third, one-half, or one-

uarter, or any figure that we may
chance to say. It appears that we cannot
find that out; that we are to wait for
events to prove what it will be. I con-
fess that is rather surprising news to me,
because T saw the Actuary, and I am
committing no breach of confidencs, I
suppose, in saying that he told me he
could get this estimate out.

Tae Premier: It has been referred
to him.

Mz. MORAN: Further than that, I
told the Actuary that T would move in
the House for it, and he seemed to
think it was guite a proper thing to be
done, and he would have pleasure in
doing the work. He said that he could
not guarantee the accuracy of the esti-
mate. We want to find out what amount
of goods coming from the Australian
colonies are manufactured there. The
customs people do not seem to make a
separate entry of these goods.

HE PREMIEE: They do not keep a
geparate entry,

Mr. MORAN: I saw the Collector of
Customs, and he did not say that the work
was impossible, although he said that
there would be a considerable tusk in
working the estimate out. It iz very
important that we should know how the
country will be affected by the sliding
scale. After next year it will be abso-
lutely compulsory to know how we are
going to estimate with accuracy the
duty we shall collect from Bastern manu-
factured goods. If it is mot possible
to find that out, let the customs peopls
for the next twelve months keep a close
watch on the goods and find out how
much the Eastern manufactured goods
come to. That suggestion, I bope, will
be carried out.
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Mg, Piesss: Have it declared.

Mr. MORAN: Yes; it counld be
declared by the indentor. There are
ways in which it could be dome and it
ought to be done. On that point the
Committee will have no shadow of doubt.
I think there is going to be an interest-
ing debate on the railway vote this
yvear. 1 feel sure the late Commis-
gioner of Railways will have something
interesting to say on the wmatter, and
from what I can gather altogether we
ghall have an interesting discussion. 1
feel sure there is going to be some
trouble on the goldfields this year with
regard to water for the railways; I am
sorry to have to say that.
are short of trucks. 1 should be foolish
not to believe that when the (General
Manager says that he is very short, and
it will be twelve months before he can
get half the number he requirez. View-
ing all these facts, when the vote comes
up, a very interesting discussion will
follow on the railways. I have mo more
to say on the Hstimates at the present
time, but as the items come on for dis-
cussion I shall have occasion to speak
more particularly in regard to one or two
madtters, especially on the railway question
and the Mines Department. Asa mining
member I wish to say that the adminis-
tration of the Mines Department has
been everything that could be desired;
mining members are prepared to admit
that. , The Minister of the Department
has performed his duties and given satis-
faction to hon. members, I am sure, He
has tauken a deep interest in mining
matters, and he has done his best to
become acqueinted with everything in
convection with his department. He is
a gentleman who is well thought of on
the goldfields by all classes, I may
say. He has absolutely administered his
department beyond a shadow of blame
from any quarter, and his name is bheld
in high esteem. He is a man of honour,
and that is a great thing in a Minister of
Mines who has to handle leases worth
hundreds of thousands of pounds. He
is o, man of high probity, and the gold-
fields people are not wont to grumble at
his administration, It is only right to
say this, because he went into the
department knowing nothing of it; but
he took into that position his high
personal character and an intention to
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do by that department all that a high-
minded man could do, and to make him-
self acquinted with the details. I have
nothing more to say in comnection with
the Estimates. I think the Cowmmittee
are anxiously waiting for the propesed
Loan Estimates rather than the Estimates
of Revenue and Expenditure.

Me. GEORGE (Murray): I do not
think that in the last session of the last
Parliament of the present Premier it
would be a criterion if the voice of the
member for the Murray were silent even
on financial matters, of which he is sup-
posed to know nothing ; therefore 1 pro-
pose to take up a few minutes this evening
in placing before hon. members my views
in regard to the Estimates, and trust I
shall be acquitted of being a croaker if
my views do not partake of the rosy
character which commends itself to the
Premier. There is nothing in connection
with politics which differs from the
ordinary rules by which we govern our
private affairs; and if it is wise to be
prudent and cautious in our business, it
should not be unwise nor imprudent if
we are cautious in matters concerning the
colony. The Premier the other evening
delivered an able and lucid speech—which
I did not hear, although I have read a
report of it—and I can join in the con-
gratulations which were showered on him
by saying he made a speech that was a
credit to him as Premier of the colony,
a8 B Western Australian, and as a man.
I can only hope that future Premiers—if
ever there be any future Premier, about
which I am sceptical—will be buoyed up
with the same confidence which the right
hon. gentleman feels in the country which
has given him birth. There are a few
remarks in his speech to which I wish to
draw attention, Ome thing he said was
that there was a great tendency to increase
the departmental expenditure, which he
considered to be too large at present, that
every effort should be made to curtail it
and even to rednce it, and that the present
limit could not be exceeded. It seems that
after the right hon. gentleman has heard
from so many members of Parliament fre-
quently, during many years, criticism of
his financial policy, he at last sees that
there should be economy used in connec-
tion with the affairs of the country; and
it would also appear that be is at length
seized of the fact that for a country of
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180,000 people with a revenue of nearly
£3,000,000, it is remarkable that the
salaries and wages shown in these BEsti-
mates amount to over £2,000,000 a year,
for governing a population of onlyl80,000.
The Premier seems to be aware that this
is rather a large amount for a small
population to pay, especially considering
the large mumber of persons who are
receiving State pay, and who therefore
have to be deducted from the total of
180,000 people. Making this deduction,
there remains a very large expenditure to
be paid by a comparatively small popula-
tion; therefore I agree with the Premier
in connection with that; but wbhere I do
not agree with him is in connection with
a point he made in regard to increases of
salary. He said there are some increases
of salaries, but very few, and they are
chiefly confined to amounts under £100a
ear.

d Tae Premier: No. I said £300.
The report you saw is a mistake.

Mz, GEORGE : I generally find the
newspaper reports are correct, but I
aceept the right bon. gentleman's correc-
tion on this point. To test the matter, I
referred particularly to the salaries paid
in the Treasury Department, and I find
that while there are 12 persons whose

selaries are under £100 per year and who.

are to get increases from £5 to £10 per
head—sufficient, I suppose, to give them
8 trip to the seaside or to Bunbury—yet
the other officials in that department
number 178, and their rate of advance
ranges from £25 to amounts considerably
higher. Yet the Premier states that
there are only a few increases, and that
these are almost entirely confined to
persons receiving £100 a year or under.

Tae Premier: I did not say that. Ses
the Hangard report.

Mg. GEORGE: As the Premder does
not admit he said “£100 a year,” I will
leave that point. Still the poor unfor.
tunates in that departmeni, whom we
would expect to see receiving a decent
increase, number only 12, while those
receiving larger amounts number 173. I
have not been able to go through the
whole of the departments in tracing out
these figures. I find also that what this
House deprecated considerably lasl year
in reference to the Premier’s department—
which he then described as his little ewe
lamb, and told us it would cost only a
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few hundreds a year—I find there has
been an additional clerk there, evidently
a highly-trained official, receiving £425
per annum. The Premier may not be
aware of this, but I believe this additional
clerk is a gentleman whose absence from
his late department is not deplored bui
rather welcomed, and whose capacity for
carrying on work of very little moment
and for drawing a considerable salary
was unique even in the anmnals of State
departments; and so to increase the
solitary companionship of the one ewe
lamb in the Premier’s department, this
gentleman has been transferred from
another department and placed there,
where, under the wing and =gis of the
Premier, he may revive those latemt
virtues which have cost the country so
much money during so many years.
Another matter the Premier took credit
for was that the Government have intro-
duced free education into this country, I
am willing to believe that free education
has come to this country during the time
of the Forrest Government, for it would
have been impossible for free eduncation to
come in the time of any other Government,
ag there has not been one; but I do hope
the Premier will admit that members on
this (Opposition) side of the House have
battled for free education for years, as
conscientiously as members on the Govern-
ment side.

Twe Premme: The Opposition kept it
back for one year, at any rate.

Mz. GEORGE : Theright hon. gentle-
man is never at a loss for repartee; and
if he should go to the Parliament of
Federated Australia, he will benefit by
the many lessong he has gained bere from
the member for the Muarray. I wm not
going to pose as a financier. I under-
gtand how to change a shilling, but I do
not understand how to back abill, though
I lmow how to charge in a proper way in
my own business; and I want to bring
these matters down to the point of view
which hon. memhers may readily under-
stand, and in order to do that I will
bring them down to the point of view
from which T should view them if they
were matters concerning the Black Swan
Foundry. We find that the revenue for
last year was £2,875,395; we wiped away
o deficit of £240,000 and expended in
other ways £2,615,000; leaving a credit
balance of £12,000. I can congratulate
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the Premier on having done that, for as
it is a most unusual sensation for an
individual such as myself to feel com-
pletely out of debt, so I should imagine
1t is in the case of the Treasurer of the
colony. But if the Premier will look at
these facts for a few minutes, they may
give him occasion to pause and consider.
Taking the estimated revenue from Rail-
ways, I find that as nearly as can be the
amount received exceeded the amount
estimated by £80,000. Analysing the
estimate, I find the Railway excess over
expenditure was £96,000 and the Customs
excess was £55000; these together
making an excess of £151,000 on these
two items alonme. Taking away the
£80,000, the difference between the
estimated and the realised revenue, we
get a factor of £72,000, ag to which we
have a right, without being called
croakers, to ask onrselves and the
Treasurer where has that £72,000 gone ?
‘We have £72,000 of difference bhetween
these two excesses ; and if we take away
the credit balance of £12,000 from it,
there remains £60,000 which calls for
explanation. Therefore we have this
£60,000, the estimate of which was
not realised; showing that those who
made the estimate last year did not
carefully foresee or were too sanguine.
My own opinion is that there was
too much hopefulness, to the extent
of £60,000 on this point alone; and I
would ask the Premier, supposing there
had not been this revival of trade which
neither he or anyone in the colony could
have foreseen, where would our Estimates
have been if it had not been for this
increase in the earnings of Railways and
in the receipts of Customs ? I make this
point to show that last year there has
been too much sanguineness in regard to
the Estimates. 1 will ask the Premier
to look at the Estimates for the last two
years. I will give him one item which
year after year, I am afraid I must say,
has been systematically under-estimated.
It is, as the Premier would say, “ an old
and valued servant of the Crown,” who
has been in the service since govern-
ment of any sort came about ; and this is
one of those officers referred to by the
Premier as having “grown grey in the
service;” one who will be here when
tha Chairman and the rest of us have
gone to our last account. T refer to the
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gentleman who comes under the name of
“ Incidental Expenses.”” In 1897.8, in
the Treasurer’s Department we find this
amount was estimated at £5,505, and the
actual expenditure was £15,000, a differ-
ence of nearly £10,000; in the next year
the amount was estimated at £8,000:
yet the actual expenditure was £11,404,
Take the year just closed: the estimate
was £8,000, yet the actual expenditure
was £14,235 19s. 11d. That is the
item of ‘‘Incidental Expenses™ in the
Treasurer's Department. I do not say
the amounts have been expended wrongly,
but that in making out the anpual
Estimates and in order to obtain a
balunce, known facts are written down.
In those three years, the total difference
between the amounts placed in the
estimate for incidental expenses was over
£20,000. Take the present year's Eeti-
mates connected with matters of the
same sort: at page 18 we find various
items with regard to the Legislative
Assembly, and evidently the experience
of the previous two years show that
the amounts estimated for expenditure
were under-estimated to the extent of
£500. At page 31, under “incidental
expenses, £5,000,” we find also the Glas-
gow Exhibition expenses estimated at
£3,000; yet the Premier admitted in his
speech that the amount of the expenses
at the Glasgow Exhibition would be
about £10,000. Turning to page 52,
there has been a cutting down in the
ILands Departinent, and how the Minister
of that department permitted it I do not
know. There have been hundreds of
pounds cut out of some other departments
amounting to about £12,000; yet we find
a manofactured excess on the year’s
Estimates of some £8,000. I maintain
that this excess of estimated receipts over
estimated expenditure is incorrect. Year
after year I have. taken the trouble to
go through a number of items, and have
got every remark made with regard to
the different items, so as to refresh the
Premier’s memory when he may be at
fault. On page 15 I find items about
which, from my point of view, there
should be no mistaké; or, if there 1s
a possibility of difference, it should
be in only a few items; yet in con-
nection with the items on page 15
I find thatin 1898-9 there was u difference
of £24,521 19s. 9d., made up as follows:
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Actunl expenditure, £459,872, and esti-
mate expenditure £435,000; leaving an
excess of expenditure on charges exclusive
of the estimate und provided by statute
(items which are almost, I may say, as
absolutely determinable as the interest
one has to pay on a mortgage) amounting
to £24,500, made up in this way: Loan
Act _expenditure, £%69 414 9s.; amount
voted, £343,276 5s. 8d.; leaving a gross
difference of £26,138 3s. 4d. But there
was a saving of the interest on Treasury
bills to the extent of £1,074 15s. 114d.,
and on Schedule D (the pension list) of
£541 7s. 8d., making a totul saving of
£1,616 3s. 7cl thus giving a net excess
in that year of 5824! 521 19s. 9d.

TrE PREMIER: We borrowed a little
more money in the year, and had to pay
a little more interest.

Me. GEORGE: No. Itisa question
]c;fuinterest and sinking fund and Treasury

ills.

Tae Peemier : If you borrow ancther
loan, you have more interest to pay.

Mzr. GEORGE: I have brought for.
ward these figures to give the Premier an

p rtunity of dispelling my doubts, once
for all. T can assure the Premier I

am over-brimming with admiration for
him, and affection too; and if he ecan
show me my figures are wrong, there is
nothing will give me greater pleasure,
though I shall be surprised. Tet us
take the same figures for the following
year, that is the year just finished:
we find the excess of interest paid
on Treasury bills over the estimate was
£25,381 12s. 9d.; yet there was a saving on
Schedule D). (that is on pensions) of
£500. That was the Premier's contri-
bution to the revenue of the country, by
not drawing his pension. And there was
interest on Loan Account, £2,867 1s. 1d.,
making a total of £336,711, and leaving
a neb excess of £22,014 11s. 8d. I want
the House to distinetly understand in
connection with this matter that I am
quite prepared to believe that the Premier
can give an absolutely clear explanation,
that there are doubtless causes for these
differences. I do uot suppose anybody
has benefited by the under-estimating
regarding these items, or rather by the
absence of estimating; but my point is,
if there be, year after year, an undeter-
mined quantaty of this sort for which the
Treasurer has not the means of making
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an estimate, then let us look at the facts
fairly, boldly, plainly and honestly in the
face this year, and ask ourselves, what is
our preseni position? I claim that if
these figures be gone into, even although
there may be an explanation made as to
this item of interest, there is no provision
made in these present Estimates for.a
factor which has appeared year after year
dwring the last five or siz years of this
Parliament; and we have just as much
right to make provision for a matter of
this sort as for any other expenses in
connection with this colony.

TrE PrEMIER: Interest is provided by
law, and not voted annually.

Mr. GEORGE : I do uot care whether
it is provided by law or voted for. The
money has to be found; is not that so?

Tee PrEMIER: Yes, but it does not
require a vote.

Me. GEORGE : But the money has to
be found.

Mgz. Moran: There is an authorisation
te borrow,

Me. GEORGE: The fact that the
interest has not to be voted for by Parlia-
ment does not obviate the circumstance
that we have to find the money.

Mz. Moraw: But the Government
have the anthorisation.

M=x. GEORGE: Buf the money has to
come every year out of revenue.

Tre Premier : But there is a special
Act anthorising us to borrow and to pay
the nterest.

Mr. GEQORGE: I am afraid the
Premier does not quite understand my
point. I am quite certain that what hLe
bas done regarding this interest is per-
fectly honest, honourable, legal, and in
accord with the traditions of the House.
I hope that is sufficient to say. But year
after year this money had to be provided,
and it will have to be provided for the
current year.

Mz. Mogran:
loans.

Mr. GEORGE: Without borrowing
more loans. Let me tell the hon. member
interjecting that the excess was £22,000
last year and £24,000 the year before.
The Premier can issue about £880,000
worth of Treasury bills. Is thatcorrect ?
[Me. Moran: Yes.] He can borrow
that sum. If he issue that £880,000 of
Treasury bills, will he not have to pay
interest for it? Then if he has to pay

If they borrow more
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interest for it, where is the provision in
the Estimates for that interest ?

Mze. Moran : Tt is not there,

Mr. GEORGE: It is not in the
Estimates. What would be the interest
on £880,000 at 3} per cent.? It would
be £30,800. We do not kmow whether
these bills have or have not been issued.
We will take it that they havenot. Part
of the vear has goue; and instead of
taking this possible £30,800, I am going
to take £20,000, on the supposition that
the bills have not been issued. That
sum I am justified in taking by the
experience I have gained year after year
from the Estimates laid before us. Take
the £20,000, and fake the £10,000,
which the figures I have given the House
show has been under.estimated, and they
will prove that this item of interest has
been under-estimated year after year, and
I find there is £30,000 wanted. I am not
mtch of a financier, but it seems to me
those are the figures about as clear as T
can put them. Take from that £30,000
the £8,000 excess which the Premier tells
18 about, and we bave a deficit of £22,000,
and it will take a lot of explaining to
explain that away. There is another
point I want to make regarding these
items, and I am making it in the hope
that some future Minister, at any rate,
who may be here, may learn a little
lesson, and may see the pitfalls in which
he may stumble; and I shall also ask
hon. members who are not aspiring to the
honourable positions of Ministers to look
at the little pitfalls which all of us,
including mpyself, have been falling into
year after year. It is just as well, when
we are about to ** speed the parting guest,”
that we should let him see the pigeon-
holes which we can get into, and should
allow our imagination to run riot regard-
ing the contents of the pigeon-holes to
which we have no access. Let us take
the Colonial Treasurer's Department,
vote “ Miscellaneous Services.” I will
ask hon. members to turn to page 31 of
the Estimates. Let them look at the
vote for last year, and aé the expenditure
for lust year, and they will find that the
vote for lash year was £90,339 4s. 6d.,
and the expenditure £91,924 9s.; and
most of us would say, “ Well, that is a
jolly good estimate. That man has kept
his head screwed on right; he knew what
he was doing.”
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show what he was doing and whom le was
doing. I spoke about my old friend
“Incidental Expenses’” Hon. members
will see that there for themselves; it is
the third item. The vote was £8,000, and
the department managed to ingeniously
expend £14,235 19s. 11d. That has been
going on year after year, and this year
the estimate for incidental expenses has
shrunk down to £9,000, when year after
year the incidental expenses in that
department have amounted to between
£12,000 and £14,000. Now is not that
a little bit too much hopefulness? Is
not that too much of “the sun in our
eyes,” to write those figures down in that
manner 7 I appeal to the Premier, more
in sorrow than in anger, and ask him,
does he not think he ought to alter those
figures a little? Coming to Item 5, we
find £45,000, subsidies to municipalities
at 10s. in the pound estimated. Some-
how or other the Treasury managed to
give away only £30,000, so it had
£15,000 left over; and yet with that
£15,000 in hand, they managed to expend
more than the onginal vote, and £45,000
was expended on the municipalities. Let
us turn over the next page and start with
«J.” Ido not know what “J” means.
It is the second initial of my name, and
the first of the Premier's Christian name.
Mr. “J” starts work, and he seema to
have been a very energetic man for a civit
servant. First of all, he starts with Cool-
gardie. He gives Coolgardie £200 for
the purchase of a steam engine; then he
goes to Cue and gives it £25 in recog-
nition of the fire brigade’s services. [A
MEmMBER: A good example.] Certainly:
I do not object. Xsay “J" isa good,
useful man. Then we find an 1item,
* Resumption of Avon Location Y for
York Recreation Ground, £691 178" I
am not an authority on constitutional
practice ; I do not know very much about
what this House can or cannot do; but
I was under the impression that a House
of Representatives, by whatever name it
may be called—the House of the people
—was composed of representatives sent
here for the purpose of supervising
expenditure und determining what should
be doune with the revenue of the country;
and yet I find that Mr. “J*' comes in and
nover says a word to the members of this
House, and here we get item after item

Now I am just about to | expended without any authority. As a
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rule, when these matters bave come for-
ward year after year in this House, there
has been no discussion in regard to them.

Tae Premier: They come on in the
Excess Bill.

Me. GEORGE: I do not think hon.
members saw the items, but I am trying
to make them see them to-night. The
Premier says they find a place in the
Excess Bill. They are always bound to
come in somewhere; they are hers in
these Estimates; but I say they should
not be here. And a little lower down we
find that we have resumed some place
with an unpronounceable name down at
Bunbury. [Mz. Moran : Leschenault. ]
I think that is what they call it, but my
pronunciation of foreign names is not
very good. Then we come to another
little item, * Compensation for improve-
ments to Pastoral Lease 66/467, under
Land Act, 1898, £12 6s. 3d.” I think
that is playing it a little bit low down
even on our friend Mr. “J” by charging
him with the odd threepenny-bit. This
next item is a thing I cannot get over:
* Compensation to Mr. J. B. Roe for loss
of office as district registrar of births,
deaths and iages, Perth, £850.”
I am not going to dwell on these items,
forther than to point them out to hon.
members; I intend to deal with them
when we go through with the Estimates
in detail, but I want to draw attention to
these facts. Woe find that “J " has bad
to come in as a sort of compromisor for
thieves, rogues, and villains. I suppose
that language is not unparliamentary?
Here we have “ Money remitted on
accountof land receipts stolen in tromsibu.”
“Cash stolen from the Postmaster for
Greenbushes.” Well, I know no Trea-
surer can foresee such things as this.
That is where Mr. “J " comes in. Then
again, we come to ' Deficiency in Advance
Account, late Warden, HalPs Creek.” I
do not know where Hall’'s Creek is; but
here is £410. :

M=r. Grecor¥: The next item is
stronger.

Me. GEORGE : But without reflect.
ing upon this man, I am speaking with
regard to the finances. This isan amount
to be made up out of public revenue.
Then we come to “ Defaleations of E,
Von Bibra, £10"; and yet, if hon. mem-
bers will turn to Haonsard of a few years
ago, they will find the Premier told this
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House distinctly that there were no such
defalcations ; and yet we see £10 here,
and other items in the Excess Bill of last
year. Then we come to another little
item, “ Gratnity to widow, £2757;
gratuity to another widow; gratuity to
somebody else; and to another widow.
Then we come to a ‘ Compassionate
allowance.” I think we must have been
hard up for words. I do not know why
one item ghould be called a gratuity, and
another a compassionate allowance. Then
we get “ Compensation to the widow of
the late George Harris, workman at
Dardanup Bore, £371 2s.,” and a whole
lot of similar items. There is £50 for
the Drakesbrook Cemetery, to enable the
people in my district to bury their dead
in the neighbourhood, instead of taking
them to a cemetery 15 milea distant. We
might not object to that, because there
are other cemeteries provided for. Then
we come to “ Resumption of additional
land for Perth Park, £1,600.” I am
going to tell this House that there is
close on £17,000 which has not been
expended, and which has already been
voted for this purpose and used for other
purposes in respect of which this House
has given no vote. Now I ask this
House if that 18 carrying out the duties
we are sent here to perform; and I
ask the House further, without any dis-
respect to the Premier, whether such
powers of distributing public money
should be placed in eny man’s hands.
That the money should be given away
without control year after year is a serious
matter, and it was this which caused me
to move that motion which was branded
by the Premier a few evenings ago as
being ridiculous; and I say there is
no man in this House to whom should
be entrusted unlimited power over the
finances of this country. I acquit the
Premier in every possible way of trying
to mislead the House, but 1 say that his
over-sanguineness in this matter of esti-
mating has landed this country in a most
unenviable position. I find that there is
about £17,000 gone away in this fashion.
I blame Parliament as much as I blame
the Ministry. 'We have been foolish
enough to sit here—myself included; we
have gone through our duties in a per-
functory fashion, and when we mext go
before our constituents, it is our duty to
tell them plainly what the procedure has
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been in the past, and let them judge us
by what we have done; and those who
come back to this House, if any of us do,
have the duty of seeing that no Premier,
however estimable, shall have the power
to mess up the finances of this country
in the way I have this evening shown
them to have been messed up. I have
been scrupulously careful, as far as I
could, to refrain from dealing with loan
moneys, because T think it is matters of
revenue that we should look at, in our
public just as in our private life. The
wages a man earns every week he brings
home to his wife. That is the money
ghe has to account for; and if she out-
run the constable and get into debt,
there is generally a difference of opinion.
These estimates are brought before us to
show what our wages will be for the
year, and what will be our expenditure;
and if I have proved my point, 1 have
proved that we have had shown us year
after year Estimates which, but for the
good luck of an upspringing colony, would
have been absolutely falsified so that
even the Premier himself would have
been afraid to look at them. T say there
have been under-estimates of loan ex-
penditure of over £30,000; and my
conclusion, looking at the matter from a
pirin business point of view, is that
mstead of having an excess of £18,000
the Estimates should show a deficiency of
£22,000.

Tue PREMIER (in reply on the
debate): I am much obliged to hon.
members for the way in which they have
dealt with the Estimates, and I should
not have risen to speak at all at the
present time but that I wish to say a few
words in acknowledgment of all the kind
- statements that have heen made by those
who have spoken in regard to myself and
my long connection with this Assembly.
Now that I am, however, addressing the
Committee, I may say one or two words
in ‘regard to some of the matters that
have been referred to, especially to the
remarks of the member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) as to the
practice that we have adopted in recent
years of issuing Treasury bills. I quite
concur with the hon. member that if the
Government placed a loan on the market
at a satisfactory price, having a currency
of 40 years or even longer, that is far
preferable to financing
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loans. Of course everyome knows and
everyone admits it is far better to know
you will not have to repay the money for
some years; and the Treasurer, so far as
he is individually concerned, if he knows
he will never have to repay the loan, but
that some successor of his, in the distant
future, will have to do so, that is a far
better feeling than to know that in a year
or two or three you probably will have to
find the money yourself. All the financ-
ing of public loans is a question of the
market and the price. Unless a colony
is insolvent or in a bad financial posi-
tion, which no man I suppose will say
this colony is in at the present time, it all
depends on the condition of the market
and the price you are prepared to pay for
the money whether you get it. If you
want money at a cheap rate such as we
are accustomed to get it at—3 per cent.
-—you cannot go to the market, if the
market is disturbed by wars or rumours
of wars, or by financial depression or
failure. The whole matter of raising
loans comes to a question of price. Even
if the market is not good, if you are
willing to pay high for the loan you can
get it. No colony or country having
been accustomed to raise loans at a cer-
tain rate can afford to change that rate
very easily, because it interferes with the
price of your stock that has been bought
by investors hitherto, Tf youchange the
rate at which you sell your stock, it very
often has a prejudicial effect on ihe value
of the stock itself, and our plan during
recent years has been to raise our loans
at 8 per cent. At one time we had a
premium, more than par, for the loan;
that was the first time we went to the
market. Since then our loans have been
raised at a discount. That is very disad-
vantageous ; atleast it is disadvantageous
because in the first place you do not get
as much money as you want. For every
£100 you may lose £5 or £6, and that
money is required for the work you have
to construct. You have eventually to
raise money to make up the deficieacy
between the amount you have got for the
loan and the amount that is required. I
do not know what is done elsewhere, but
probably in some places where new loans
are raised at a discount, more money is
asked for in the appropriations than the
work will cost, makmg allowance for the
discount that will have to be paid.



1050 Annual Estimales :

Mg. Moran:
that.

Tag PREMIER: In the original
authorisation we have not, but since then
we have on some occasions got anthorisa-
tions in order to bring the loan up to par,
but we have not done that sufficiently.

Me. IruinewortH: You have re-
couped from loan moneys, which you
ought not to have done.

Tee PREMIER: We have raized
some loans in order to make up to par
the amount received.  That is one way
of doing it. It is perfectly legitimate.
The only question is if you require
£100,000 for a work, are you to ask for
£110,000 for it? If you ask for £100,000
and get £90,000 only, then you have to
raise another £10,000 afterwards. There
is always a desire—hon. members may
find it out when they have to manage
large financial operationa—on the part of
a Treasurer to make his authorisations
as small as he can: there is not only 2
desire but almost an obligation on him
to do that. He is always buoyed up
with the hope that the market will be
good when he puts the loan om the
market, and that the discount will not be
large. That is the plan. The hon.
member for Central Murchison seemed
to think that financing by Treasury bills
is a mischievous plan ; that it is a plan
which is very bad. If it is a bad plan it
is adopted by every country in the world.
I do not suppose you could carry on the
business of the country without some
power to raise money temporarily.

Mg. InLivaworTH: You have raised
one-fifth of the whole loan on Treasury
bills. No country in the world has done
that.

Tae PREMIER: Have we raised one-
fifth? T do not think so, because
£300,000 is in our own hands and can
be converted into inscribed stock by a
stroke of the pen. I do not think that is
a fifth; perhaps it is one-seventh. That
is to pay our way. Ican only say, owing
to the difficulties in the London market
connected with the depression in 1897,
and then the war and the different war
scares we have had, if we had not
had this means of mising money by
Treasury bills we would bave had
to pay an immense amount of money
to get loans, if we got them at all:
it really could not be done. For instance,

You have never done
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in the last transaction which we had in
Treasury bills, it was not a very sue-
cessful one I admit, but we could not
get a loan. It was in the middle of the
Transvaal war, when the British arms
were getting reverses, and for us to try
and get a loan was out of the question.
We could not have got it at all. Private
business as well as Government business
is carried on like that. The Government
of England is carried on by short-dated
Exchequer bills.

Mg. IrvivgworTH: That was blood
money, to eave the Empire,

Tee PREMIER: No; it was done
because it was the most convenient way.
‘When times were better and the diffieul-
ties had passed, the English Government
could finance their loans better and
cheaper than they could in times of
difficulty. Therefore, I caunot agree
with *the member for Central Murchison
that there is anything at all wrong, any-
thing at all that we should not do, in
raising money by Treasury bills. There
is not a colony in Australia that has not
done it. Some of the colonies of Austra-
lasia with several millions defieit—1 do
not know how much, but several millions
deficit which is put aside as & permanent
deficit almost, not dealt with in the ordi-
nary finavcial statements—have converted
floating indebtedness into inscribed stock,
which we have never done. In fact it is
a very convenient way and it is necessary—
hon. members will find it out some day—
absolutely necessary for any country to
have the power of raising money by
Treasury or Exchequer bills, in order to
carry on public works, or in order to
meet any emergency when it is not pos-
sible to raise money by loan. The hon.
member for the Murray (Mr. George)
referred to the Estimates, and he sought
to show in regard to the estimate of
interest on loans that the amount paid
was greater than the amcunt that was
voted. T may inform the hon. member
thut the interest on loans is not provided
by this Committee annually, becaunse it is
s fixed charge under the loan appro-
priations, and therefore it often happens
that the amount the Treasurer has to pay
during the year is greater tham the
estimate.

Mg. GeoroE: The details are shown.

Ter PREMIER: It often happens
that the amount is larger than that esti-
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mated, owing to a larger amount being
borrowed during the year than is esti-
mated to be borrowed,

Meg. Mogan: A deficiency might occur,

Tee PREMIER: A deficiency might
oceur. It is not an authorised deficiency,
but we have a right to incur it.

Mke. GEoraE: My pomt is that it may
ocour during the present year.

Tee PREMIER: If it does, then we
shall have to do the best we can, and if we
find we have to pay meney under statute
that we did not anticipate having to do,
we must take care to have revenue and to
arrange the expenditure in such a way
that we shall not get into difficulties.
I quite agree with the member for the
Murray that it is undesirable for Ministers
to spend money without authority. That
is the a-b-¢ of financing and of respon-
gible government. But I may inform the
hon, member we are not able to do as we
like, especially in this colony where the
progressive movement is so great and so
many new things arise in the year that
we have not reckoned with. In a few
years it may not be mnecessary to spend
money without authority. Take for
instance the grants for sanitation all
over the country: how can anyone tell
now what the demands will be? Take
for instance the bubonic plague at Fre-
maantle: it cost £11,000. What hon.
member would object to the Government
spending that amount without authority ?
Would the hon. member ask that Parlia-
ment be summoned to get a vote, or
would he expect us to do our duty to the
country and take the responsibility of
receiving the support of the House on the
action taken ?

Mgz. GeEoraE: There is a difference in
that. What about the purchase of
land ?

Tae PREMIER: All these things
come up, and if the hon. member will
search into the bottom of that arrange.
wment he will fiud that perbaps it was
some legacy left to the Government of
some years standing, and had to be paid
now. I remember the recreation ground
at York; it is some years since the
arrangement was made, and we could not
get the people to send in their accounts,
or they wanted more money, and there
were arbitrations, one thing and another,
and we were only able to pay the amount
recently.
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Mgz, GrorcE: What about the park:
is that a legacy ?

Tee PREMIER: That is a matter I
am willing to take the whole responsi-
bility of. There was a piece of land which
was available—#£1,600 was asked for it
—and which was required to enlarge the
park. It was on the top of the Mount
and was owned by Mr. Kent. Some time
ago it came inte the market, and it was
required fo get a better view of the river.
I found that the Jand was in the market,
and I bought it for £1,600. We only
required the top portion of the land. The
land runs right down to Mount Bay
Road, and I believe half of it could be
sold for balf the money we paid. Tt was
a splendid purcbase und very much needed
in the interest of the Perth Park. Tam
sure there is not a man in the colony,
no one, at any rate, in Perth or Fre-
mantile, who would say it .was not a
splendid purchase. We got the chance
to acquire this piece of land and extend
the park in that direction, and I am will-
ing to take the responsibility of doing that.

Me. IntineworTH: You paid £8,000
some time ago.

Tae PREMIER: T think we paid
£14,000 for one view, and the money
was well spent. Had it not been for that
purchase, the people of Western Auns-
tralia would never have had a view of the
river unfil they reached to the point.
Now they have a view for a quarter of a
uitle; o most picturesque and beautiful
view of the river. 1 can assure hon
members it is not the desire of Ministers
to exceed the funds allotted to them-by
Parliament; we should be only too glad
if we could keep within bounds; but there
are 80 many demands which are pressed
by everyonme. I believe even the hon.
member himself has been pretty per-
sistent.

Mr. GroreE: Igot £50 for the pur-
pose of burying our dead.

Tae PREMIER: That was illegal,
you know. Weall know the difficulties
we have to contend with, and I feel sure
that as the country gets more settled and
as things get settled down, there will not
be so many regluests made during the
recess ; there will not be the necessity for
exceeding the Estimates that has been so
apparent during recent times.

Me. GrorRGE: What did you cut down
incidental expenses for ?
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Tae PREMIER.: We always hope to
kéep them down.

MEe. GEcreE: Bul you always exceed
them.

Tae PREMIER : That is true, be-
cause there are so0 many demands made
on Ministers for small grants, and that
is the only fund from which Ministers
can spend the money. The incidental
expenses vote is the only vote to which
items can be charged without there is a
special vote, unless it is some important
maiter, in which case a special vote can
be shown on the Estimates. Every other
little matter comes under the incidental
vote. .

Me. OGeorce: Will you lay your
original Estimates on the table for us to
see P

Tee PREMIER : T do not think they
would be very edifying. T hope they are
not in exjstence by this time. I can
assure hon. members they were about
half a million more than these Esti-
mates.

Mgz. GrEorae: You said £228,000.

Teg PREMIER: That was the final
draft. Before that we bad knocked off
£300,000. Hon. members will see that it
is a great trouble to frame the Estimates.
It is the most unpleasant time of the
year, the dealing with the Estimates and
trying to frame them and bring the ex-
penditure of this great colony within the
revenue. I shall be very glad to give
any information I can to hon. members
as we go through the Estimates. As to
the increases of salary referred to by the
hon. member

Mgr. GEORGE:
that,

Tag PREMIER: The arrangement
made by the Government was that any
salaries up to £275 a year might be in-
creased by the department to a moderate
extent.

Me. Georer: Up to £275 g year ?

Tue PREMIER : But on salaries over
£275 a year there was to be no increase
whatever, unless by special application
made ; and there were some special appli-
cations made by Ministers, but not very
many. That was the rule; bubif recom-
mendations were not made for increase
of salaries under £275, of course we were
only too glad to take the estimate as
framed by the department, for it is net
usual for the 'I'reasurer to increase the

I do not object to
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estimates of departments, but he gene-
rally wants to eut them down. If
recommendations were made in regard
to any salaries over £275, there must be
a special recommendation with reasons
in each case before we could agree to the
increase, because we kmew well that all
increases over that amount, unless they
were due, would cause great dissatisfac-
tion in the service.

Mr. Georee: Why did you increase
the clerk in the new department ?

Tre PREMIER: There were special
reasons, I expect. It is a very disagree-
able duty framing the Estimates, because
everyone in the service thinks he is
entitled to an increase; and bhowever
desirous the Government may be to
please them, it is impossible to give
increases in all cases. In a colony like
this, where we know nearly everyone, and
often are personally acquainted with the
individuals, it is a most difficult and
unpleasant duty to have to frame esti-
mates and deal with questions of
increases, and it 18 a duty no one would
desire. I may say it is the most unplea-
sant time of the year for myself, and I
have no doubt it is so for all the Min-
wters; but especially is it so for me,
because an idea goes about that Ministers
and heads of departments are all willing
to give increases to persons in the service,
but that the Treasurer will not consent.
As a matter of fuct, it is very painful
for me to have to reduce these estimates
ag they reach me from the departments, so
as to get s balance ; but it has 1o be done.
If Ministers and heads of departments
will not reduce the estimates of expendi-
ture in their departments so as to bring
the total within the revenue, the last
pruning has to be done by the poor
Treasurer. I have no more tosay, except
to thank my friend, the member for the
Central Murchison, for his kindly expres-
sions towards myself, and to thank all
other members who have spoken on the
Estimates. T can hardly realise that this
is my last session in this House. It bas
become a second nature to be here and to
be associated with my good friends around
me; and, whatever happens, I am sure I
will watch with the greatest interest
everything that takes place in this colony.
All I have in the world is here—I do not
mean material belongings —but all my
friends and persons I have been associ-
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ated with all my life are in this colony;
and I may say at once that I have no
desire to separate myself from the poli-
tical life of the colony, and I have cer-
tainly no desire to live permanently in
any other part of the world.

Me. HOLMES (East Fremantle): X
listened attentively to the Premier when
he told his “round, unvarnished tale,”
and I am prepared to admit he made out
the best possible case he could, as he
always does under the circumstances. He
did not, however, convince me, and I am
inclined to think he did not convince the
country, that the tale hetold is altogether
in accordance with facts. I have always
recognised the ability of the right hon.
gentleman, and I also recognise his
natural cunningness, which enables him
to lead his followers and the people in
the country up to a certain stage and
then, when the thing becomes da.ngerous,
to leave others to fight the battle. It is
a maftter of regret, at this stage of the
colony’s history, that the Premier should
have decided to sever bis connection with
local politics. Ibavélooked forward to the
time when some strong man would be lead-
ing the Government opposite, and the pre-
sent Premier would be occupying the front
Opposition bench. I have thought that
then we would have what we all look
forward to, and that is good healthy
government. It would be necessary for
the head of the Government to be a strong
man, because I recognise that the present
Premier and then leader of the Opposi-
tion, as I have expected him to become,
would be a difficult gentleman to contend
with, for having led the country for ten
years, and having a knowledge of its
affairs at his fingers’ ends, he could place
the new leader of the Government in his
proper place and keep him there. How-
ever, it seems that iy not to be; and Tam
afraid the right hon. gentleman sees that
for the first time the people of the colony
in 5 general election will have an oppor-
tunity to speak, and speak emphatically,
perhaps in a way that he is not prepared
to accept. It may be that sooner than
take & beating, he leaves his followers to
fight the battle which I contend he
should remain to fight to a finish. The
least we might expect from him is
that he should be pleased to accept the
verdict of the people at the general elec-
tion; and if the people choose to place
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him where he has been for the last ten
years, it is his duty to go on; but if the
people choose to place him as leader of
the Opposition, then, having had so
much victory, he should be prepared to
accept a little reverse. The Premier has
expressed surprise that the population of
the colony has not increased as he
thought it should have done; but he
overlooked the fact that people elsewhere
have a general knowledge of the affairs
of this colony, and they know the
difficulties we have before uvs, what we
have to contend with now and what we
shall have to contend with in the near
future : it mdy be that this knowledge of
our position prevents people from coming
here, and prevents our population increas-
ing at the rate the right hon. gentleman
argues it should. There is this to be
borne in mind, that doubtless those who
watch the affairs of this colony, looking
at them frow distant parts, must realise
that we are a very heavily-taxed com-
munity; and if weare going on as we
have done during the last few years, and
our population increases at the rote of
about 10,000 per annum, and if we are
to get a loan expenditure of about 13
ngllion per annum, then it must follow
that we are increasing our natioual debt
about £5 per head per annum. We are
already an overiaxed population, far
greater than any Australian colony; and
if we spend only the 13 millions which it
iy proposed to expem:l in the next two
or three years, it must follow that with
an increase in population of only 10,000
per annum, and I do not think we are
likely to get more, the national debt

will increase at about £5 per head

per annum. I fail to see that this is
satisfactory, or how we can complete the
works we have in hand with an expendi-
ture of 1% millions perannum. We want
two millions to complete the Coolgardie
‘Water Scheine, and as we are told it is to
be completed at any rate in the next two
years, it will take a million a year to
complete that one work; then we have
to construct a railway to Leonora, a
railway to Nannine, to complete the
Fremantle Harbour Works, and some
other works on which loan money has to
be spent ; therefore I do not think that
to complete these works we can keep our
loan expenditure down to 1% millions per
anoum,
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Mer. GeoreE: But if you cannot get
the money ?

Me. HOLMES: I have already had
something to say about the credit balance
of £12,000 shown 1n the Treasurer's
balance-sheet made up to the 30th June
last. I have discussed this matter
previously, and am prepared to prove
now that iny contention is right. I stated
that the balance-sheet was a fictitious
one, and I am going to try to prove it is
50. The Premier severely criticised me
for having spoken my mind on this
matter, and he seized the opportunity to
eriticise me during my absence, and dealt
with me severely—more severely perhaps
than he was justified in doing. I claim
that it is my duty to speak wy niind here
on matters affecting the people I claim to
represent; and the Premier was not
justified in referring to me as either a
rogue or a fool.

Mz. Georar: You do not look it,
either.

Mr. HOLMES: I am neither a rogue
nor a fool, nor am I prepared to allow
others to call me so,

Tor Paenrer: I did not call you so.

M=r. HOLMES: You said:

Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.

Tee Premier: That is a quotation,

Mr. HOLMES: And you applied the
quotation to me. I say I am neither a
rogue nor a fool, nor am I prepared to
allow these statements to go unchallenged.
It may be that some of my eritics could
not take the stand I do on this matter;
but I defy either the Premier or any
other member 1o lay these charges at my
door. I am here to say what I believe
to be true, and as long as I occupy a
position in this House it will be my duty
to do so, and I will do it under every
circumstance. I was bold enough to
criticise the rottenness of the finances,
and T tried to expose the bluff and the
maripulations of the Treasurer in dealing
with the finances of the colony, and I
was perfectly justified in so doing. If I
possess no other qualification, I possess
that of persistency; and I will persist in
this matter until I have proved that
what I have said in the past is correct,
and T propose to-night to advanee things
one step farther in that direction. Thave
said that, as far as I can gather, the June
salaries are a first charge on the July
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revenue, and if that is so, it is not as
it ghould be. ¥or insiance, if a new
Minister came into office on the lst July,
the first thing he would have to contend
with under the existing system would be
to provide money for the June salaries,
which certainly should have been a charge
on the June revenue, and not on that of
July. T have tried to get information on
this matter from various sources. The
Premier has asked why I did not wmove
for a return and ask questions in this
House. I did move for a return, and I
did ask questions. I received a letter
from the Under Treasurer, agsking me to
call at his office, and he would assist me
in arriving at the information I desired.
Subsequently I called, and explained to
him what T wanted; that I wanted to
know the amount of salaries due to public
servants on the 30th June, and also the
amount due to “sundry persons” on
the 30th June. Subsequently the return
came down; and if I were to send to
this Parliament a return such as that
which came to me, any hon. member
would be perfectly justified in referring
to me as s fool. I asked for a return
showing the total amount of salaries and
wages due to public servants and wages
payable out of Loan and Revenue respec-
tively for the month ended 30th June,
1900; alzo the total amount due to
*“sundry persons,” payable oul of Loan
and Revenue respectively. The reply
I received is this:—Amount due in
salaries, £68,147 4s. 11d,; in wages,
£56,027 0s. 11d. Total, £124,174 5s. 10d.
Neither of these items appears in the
Treasurer's balance.

Mz. Mogar: They did not understand
the gquestion, surely.

Me. HOLMES: But I explained the
question. The next return I obtained
wag this :—Amount due to sundry
persons, payable out of Loan, £1,012,762
13s. 3d.; and amount dve and payable
out of Consolidated Revenue, £2,615,674
14s. 11d. Yet I am told to ask for
information ; and when I do so, and go
to the Under Treasurer at his request and
explain exactly what T want, this is what
is sent to me in reply. The return ia
wrong. . Both the Premier and the officer
attached to the Treasury invited me to
explain what I wanted, and they lmew
exactly what I do want; yet for some
unexplained resson they refused to give
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me the information I asked for. Anocther
point I raised in discussing the Treasurer’s
balance-sheet on the previous occasion
was that there was an item appearing
in the balance-sheet as a credit which I
contended should be a debit; the item of
£16,400, shown as a credit in the hands
of the Railway Paymaster on the 30th
June. This, on the Premier’s own admis-
sion, was £16,400 in the hands of the
Railway Paymaster on 30th June, to
pay the June salaries with; and yet the
amountappearsin the Treasurer’s balance-
sheet as an asset on the 380th June.
If some other Premier came into office on
the lst July, and seeing the Railway
Department had to hand over £16,400,
he would ask for the money, and would
be met with the reply that this £16,400
was to be paid away that day or had been
paid away the day before, to liquidate
the salaries for the previous month. The
Premier has said that I challenged, in
the same balance-sheet, an item of
£12,877, “Purchase of the gold exhibit
for the Paris Exhibition.” I never did
anything of the kind, and if the pages of
Hansard are turned up 1t will be found
that is s50. I realise that this £12,877,
the cost of the gold exhibit, is an asset;
and I dare say that amount can be
realised for the exhibit at any time.
Secondly, the Premier was wrong in
gaying that T do not know assets from
liabilities. I contend that I do,and I
amn inclined to think, if this is the way
the Premier prepares his balance-sheeta,
it iz he who does not know the difference
between the terms, I have tried to deal
with the Premier's balance-sheet as I
should deal with any other balance-sheet
which came before me; and I will not
allow exceptions to be taken, and state-
ments of mine misquoted in that manner.

The Premier said also, that he had been |

in the habit of paying for years past 52
weeks' salaries per year, and uniil he had
o better revenue than he had in the past,
he would not be willing to pay 54 weeks’
salaries. No one ever asked him, or
apy other officer, to pay more than
52 weeks’ salaries in one year; but if
the Premier has a month's salary short
at the end of - the tenth financial year,
someone must have misappropriated
or stolen the money. If the Premier
came into office with a clean sheet ten
years ago, and he has had 52 weeks'
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salary voted to him every year, I cannot
understand how, at the end of the tenth
year, he comes to be one month’s salary
short. Someone has misappropriated or
stolen the mouey. The Premier also
undertook to defend the Railway Depart-
ment. I do not wish it to be thought
for one moment that I have any grievance
against the Railway Department; but I
have had constantly before me that this
is the great earning and spending depart-
ment, the department which requires
watching; and so long as I am here, I
am going to do my best to keep this
department within the control of Parlia-
ment. The Premier says I make ez
parte statements, and charge officers with
fleecing the country. Well, I shall make
no ex perte statements to-night, nor shall
I repeat statements made by dismissed
railway officials, or received from ¢ the
man in the street”; but I shall convict
the department, or try to do so, out of
their own mouths. I am ahout to deal
with a return for which I oved, and
which the Railway Department sent to
this House ; and I think, when I come to
analyse that return, if hon. members
have not already analysed it, it must
be said that the information contained
therein is most startling. I moved for a
return in connection with the Jobson
Firewood Railway, of which we have
heard so much, and of which I contend
we should hear a little more. The first
information I asked for was from the
Commissioner of Crown Lands regarding
the lease obtained by this company of a
water-tank situated somewhere between
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, about twenty
miles distant from the main line of rail-
way. Thereply was that the Government
had leased this tank, which contained
about 4,000,000 gallons of water, for £15
a month; so I took it that if, at the
end of the first month, the company
had removed the 6,000,000 pallons of
water, they would have paid for the
water £15, and left the empty tank with
the Government. They would have paid
£15 for 6,000,000 gallons of water in a
tank situated between Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie, 20 miles from the main rail-
way line. I then moved for a return
showing the quantity of rails and fasten-
ings and sleepers, sold to this company
by the Government. The reply was:
“Raile and fastenings, 2,878 tons at
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£4 125, a ton, value, £13,242 10s.;
sleepers sold, 7,000 at 10d. each, value,
£290; or a total of about £13,500 for
rails and sleepers sold by the Govern-
ment to this company. This is the
department’s own return. And what I,
or any other reasonable man, must ask
is: Seeing the Government bad 6,000,000
gallons of water in a tank 20 miles from
the main line of railway, and their own
rails and sleepers, and they wanted the
water; the least they could have done
was to lay down the rails and sleepers
themseives, and bring in their 6,000,000
gallons of water. I should like to say,
at this stage, that I do not thank the
department for having on this occasion
sapplied the correct information. They
supplied it because I think they were
pretty well satisfied that if they did not
give me the truth, to which I was entitled,
I should bave descended to some other
means of arriving at it. They saw I was
determined to find cut everything; con-
sequently they gave this information
in a straightforward manner. The next
return I asked for was the date when
this material, £13,500 worth, was sold,
the value and quantity of each parcel
sold, and the date on which payment was
made. Hon. members know that if they
approach the Railway Department as
purchasers, or ask them to put in a
siding, the first thing they do is to demand
a deposit, representing the amount of
the expenditure; and one would natur-
ally think that when the Jdepartment
came to sell to this company £13,500
worth of material, they should have had,
at all events, a deposit on account of
the purchase-money. But instead of
getting the deposit, the return shows
that the aale of this material was effected
in December, 1899, and that payments
were made in May, June, July, and
August, 1900, the payments representing
about £12,000; but a subsequent return
shows that this :£12,000, which went to
pay for the wmaterial and sleepers, was
the produce of the Government’s own
water, which wag bought back at £3 per
thousand gallons, and which had been
bought by the company for about £15,
because the company had the right to
remove 6,000,000 gallons in one month,
and had to pay only £15 for it during
that month. The return shows, too, that
the price paid per thousand gallons, on
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the main Bastern railway line, was €3
per thousand gallons for 2,463918
gallons of water, representing £7,391
15s. 2d. The return further shows that
3,163,600 gallons of water was purchased
from the same company at the same
pPlace at £1 58, per thousand gallons,
representing £3,954 10s., and that the
quantity of water bought altogether was
5,627,518 gallons. When I moved for a
further return showing the charge made
for the hire of trucks used by the com-
pany to carry the water over their line, I
expected a different reply from that
furnished ; because the Railway Depart-
ment sold the material and sleepers, and
the company laid down the line. The
company had no rolling-stock, no tanks,
no trucks to bring the water in, and had
to obtain the use of the Government
rolling-stock. That being so, one would
have thought this company would have
paid for using the rolling-stock, as T or
any other person would have had to pay.
The Governwment, in treating with their
customers generally, will not deliver a
single truck unless a deposit be paid.
They will not deliver the contents of
& truck at their destination unless the
freight be paid; and yet, when I
moved for a return showing the amount
of hire paid by the company for the
use of the rolling-stock which ran
over this private line—and hon. members
can realise that a line badly laid, like this
one, has a worse effect on rolling-stock
than a properly constructed line would
have—the return showed that no charge
was made for the use of the rolling-stock
by the company.

Me. Moran: Was that for hauling
water only, or for timber ?

Me. HOLMES: I did not ask for that
information. I had plenty to go on with.
A further return shows that the company
owed the Government on the 31st July,
1900, £2,571 5s. 5d. for freight om
material from the junction, I take it, into
Kalgoorlie, over the main line; and they
owed for rails and fastenings, £1,455 7s.
6d.; making a total of over £4,000 which
the company owed the department on the
31st July last. Next I moved for a
return to show the extent of the credit
allowed the company., Hon. mewbers
must know, if they have any dealings
with the Railway Department, that if
they want a month’s credit they must
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deposit a sum covering
required to the credit of the general
manager in some.bank. But I find that
in the case of this company, no credit
bond was demanded or entered into, and
that the company had .£4,000 credit on
the 8lst July last, and I do not know
what credit they were given at various
other periods. The Government had
water at one time which they valued at
£15 a month, and for that water they
subsequently paid the company £13,000,
If the Government had conducted the
transaction properly, they would have
had the line to-day connecting the main
line of reilway with the tank, and every
time the tank became full, the Railway
Department could have brought the water
in. Now every time the tank fills, the
company, paying £15 for a month’s use
of the water, sell it to the Government,
who bave already paid £13,000 for the
contents of the tank.

Me. KivasmirLn: That is the way to
make railways out of water.

Mz. HOLMES : In the face of state-
ments like that—statements made, not by
men in the street, but taken from returns
laid uwpon the Table by the Railway
Departwent—1I think the least this House
can do, if they have the welfare of the
country at heart, is to demand that the
thieves and plunderers be dragged to
justice ; because I contend that no honest
servant of the Railway Department would
be guilty of allowing such trameactions
unless he obtained some concession for so
doing. We have this in addition to the
Ice Company frauds. We have the report
of the Select Committee on the Ice Com-
pany coming down at half-past four in
the afternoon, recommending the dis-
miesal of some of the lower grade officers
of the Department, and an inguiry into
the conduct of some of the higher officers;
and two hours later we have the Premier
bringing down the Estimates, recom-
mending increases in the salaries of those
very high-prade officers whom the Select
Committes recommend should have their
conduct inqguired into. The Premier says
I have no right to damage the reputation
of honourable public servants. I have no
right, and. no desire, to do anything of the
Iind, so long as they act honourably and
straightforwardly in the interests of the
country. But I contend that a public
servant who makes such a contraci with
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the amount | a company as I have just described is not

honest ; and as long as I occupy a seat
in this House I shall demand that those
who act dishonestly shall be severely
dealt with; and those who act straight-
forwardly and honestly shall always have
my support. The Railway Department,
who make so much money for the Celonial
Treasurer, or who lead him to believe
that they do so, are championed by the
Premier for no other reason, to wmy mind,
than that he obtains revenue from that
source. I contend that if the railways
were conducted as they should be, instead
of having this profit on paper which we
get—because it is only a profit on paper—
the railways would and must show a real
profit. The Qeneral Manager of the
Railway Department now controla loan
expenditure; and that is not as it should
be. When the General Manager took
office, the loan expenditure of the Rail-
way Department was in the hands of the
Engineer-in-Chief ; and the expenditure
of loan moneys should still be in that
officer’s hands, and not in the hands of
the General Manager. The management
of the railways should carry the traffic
and control the rolling-stock and the
existing lines; but the General Manager
ghould have nothing to do with the
expenditure of loan moneys in the con-
struction and improvement of railways;
becanse, so long as this is allowed,
accounts can be manipulated to make the
railways appear to pay, and thus to deceive
Parliament. There 13 another mafter the
control of which the Railway Department
have got into their hands, which shonld
not be allowed, and should be stopped,
and that is the auditing of their own
accounts. {A MemseEr: Hear, hear!]
What T cannot understand iz, where is the
necessity of keeping two audit offices when
one would do. Why not, instead of giving
the General Manager of railways an andit
staff, give the same staff to the Auditor
Greneral, and let him audit the railway
accounts? If that were done, the accounts
could be properly audited, because
the auditor would be responsible to
the Auditor General. But as it is now,the
officer who audits the Railway accounts
is an officer of the Gleneral Manager; and
unless he andits the accounts as he is
told, the result is he is retrenched, or the
department have mno further use for his
gervices, And now I find in connection
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with these Estimates that it is proposed
to open a store in connection with the
Railway Department, and to remove the

stores necessary for the department from

the control of the Government Store-
keeper and place them under the control
of the General Manager.

where he ought to be, is getting him
further away from the mark; and I, for
one, shall enter my protest at the right
time. Y¥n order to bring about this
balance which the Premier tells us is
being paid by the Railway Department
to revenue—a balance of £50,000—1I find
that there has been expended on rolling
stock during the year £100,000; on
additions and improvements to opened
railways, £50,000; and on rails and
fastenings another £50,000. These three
items represent £200,000, and that I con-
tend should, if anything, have been paid
out of revenue. i

Mge. Moran: It is replacing the old
stock.

Mz. HOLMES : No new railways have
been built and handed over during the
year, yet there has been an expenditure
of £200,000 on the old railways which
should have been a churge to revenue
and not fo loan. If the figures were
analysed and the proposals gone into, it
would be seen that there is an absoclute
losg on the working of the railways, and
not the profit which the Premier Ied the
Committes to believe. Vet he says these
figures justify the construction of further
raillways, and on the strength of these
figures the Premier asked the Houss to
make further expenditure in this direc-
tion. When I analyse the figures of last
year's expenditure and surplus, I find
that last year there was a suggested
surplus of £360,000 to pay 4 per cent.
interest and 1 per cent. sinking fund and
to carry a balance to the general revenue
of about £50,000. It is suggested for
next year there will be a surplus of
£370,000 for the same purpose. When
we come to analyse the figures we find
this surplue is only £10,000 more than
last year, and the proposed expenditure
will, if figured out on the basis of
last year, give an expenditure of about
£70,000 more last year than this year.
So that on the figures presented to the
House wae are asked 1o construct further
railways and we are assured that the
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This, instead
of bringing back the General Manager to |
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result will be £60,000 less than last year.
The sooner this great spending and earn-
ing department is taken inband and placed
under the control of an independent board
of commissioners or someone who only
has the revenue of the railways to spend
and has nothing whatever to do with the
control of loan moneys, the better for the
country and all parties concerned. As
long as the present state of things exist,
this House and the country will never
know exactly where weare. I downot think
it is a fair thing that this should be
allowed to go on any longer. The Premier
eays it is a great satisfuction to him to
leave everything in a satisfactory state,
that he hands over a solvent and flourish-
ing colony after ten years of office. On
the figures as presented to the Committee
by the Premier I admit that is so,
but when we analyse the figures, one
cannot help coming to the conclusion that
although the colony is flourishing, the
finances are in anything but & fourishing
condition. The balance referred to and
published in the Government Gazetle of
the 30th June shows we had in the colony
at that time about £900,000 cash, and if
we look at one item on the debit balance
we find there was due to the depositors of
the Savings Bank £1,300,000. At that
stage the Premier was boasting at Cool-
gardie, and throughout the country, that
he had over a million of money at his
command that he did not know exactly
what to do with. If the deposifors of the
Savings Bank bad made a demand for
their money the Premier would only have
had £900,000 in the country to meet the
£1,300,000 with. I regret having to
detain the Committee so long, but it is a
matter of duty to speak what I believe to
be the truth, and to explain to hon. mem-
bers and the country the finances as I
read them. We owe at the present time,
according to my figures, about 12} mil-
lions ; we must raise to complete the works
in hand outside the present authorisations
another two millions of money, making
14} willions in all. The population when
the worka are completed, if we take two
years to complete them in, and the popu-
lation increases by 10,000 a year, will be
200,000 persons. We would then be taxed
at the rate of £70 per head. Yet we are
told that the finances of the country are
in a Hourishing condition. These figures
are similar to those given by the member
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for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) and
others, and the general public at the next
election will be able to decide whose
figures are correct. 1 blame the Premier
for deserting his followers at the present
time. The Western Australian Kruger
is something like the South African
Kruger, he proposes to desert his fol-
lowers al the very time bhe is needed.
The least he conld huve done was to have
gtood by to help his followers out of the
difficulty. The South African Kruger
has gone away on a yachting trip across
the ocean, and the Western Australian
Kruger proposes to take a trip across the
Australian Bight and bask in the sun-
shine of the federal city. I merely
point gut my figures and leave it to the
public generally to say who is right and
who is wrong. There are many matters
I should like to deal with at the present
time, and I shall have more to say on the
railways by and by-—goodness knows 1
have said enough to convinece any man
who is capable of being convinced that
the railways are in anything but a satis-
factory state. When the railway report
comes down—it ought to have been one
of the first reports laid on the Table—we
shall get the particulars of the working
of the railways, and I shall raise sundry
other points then which there is no
necessity to go into at the present time.
I will eriticise the details at every stage.
We find one capable railway officer is
paid off with six monthe’ salary and
receives £1,000 to leave the service
because the Government cannot dismiss
him. When such items appear on the
Estimates it is time for some of
us to put our shoulders to the wheel
and challenge expenditure of this kind
and decline to allow the public moncy
to be squundered in this fashion. I
ghall demand from the new Commis.
gioner of Railways that the department
under his control be reorganised forth-
with. The returns laid on the table of
the House justify that. The Estimates,
strange to say, for some unaccountable
reason, that were controlled by the officer
referred to are to be increased, and one
officer’s salary is to be raised from £1,250
to £1,500 a year. I say these facts alone
justify a reorganisation and an inquiry
inte the Raiway Department. The
Premier said the other day: “ Why did

not the hon. member move for a com- |
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mittee ?” T contend it is not my duty to
do so. If I received a thousand a year
to do the work I would take it in hand,
but it is the duty of the Commissioner of
Railways to see that these things are
probed to the hilt. It is not for me o
wuste the time of hon. members: it is
the duty of Ministers who receive salaries
to inquire into such matters. It is not
my duty to say more at the present time,
but when we come to details I shall
challenge every item I object to.

Mr. EINGSMILL (Pilbarra) : It may
be a relief, after the somewhat gloomy
aspect the member for East Fremantle
has put on affairs, if an hon. member rises
in this debate to congratulate somebody
on something. The right hon. gentleman
(the Premier) is the happy individual
I have selected to congratulate; and I
congratulate him most heartily—not that
he needs it, because, ns a rule, he congratu-
lates himself—but I would add my con-
gratulation on the increasing confidence
with which he places his Budget before
the country, He said the delivery of the
Budget speech had been a matter of con-
siderable difficuliy and trouble on some
previous occasions, but that on this ocea-
sion it was the easiest task on record.
During the four Budget speeches I have
heard him deliver in this House, he has
always said the same, that on other occa-
gions there might have been difficulties,
but on the particular occasion there was
none, and everything was splendid. If
this easiness goes on ingreasing, I fear
the Budget speech will be of little
moment, that it will in future be omitted
altogether. I have found, in common
with the member who has just sat down,
that on consideration there are certuin
statements which appear to be somewhat
inconsistent with various things the Pre.
mier has told this House at other times.
For instance, he told us in his Budget
speech that he thought he would be
satisfied with the spending, approxzi-
madtely, of one million of loan money per
annum. I fail to see how that works out,
if we are promised the completion of the
Coolgardie Water Scheme within two
years; and,indeed, at a. banquet given at
Coolgardie some time ugo, a statement
wus made by a member of this House
(Mr. Morgans) that the water would
be flowing into Coolgardie in the
next September. That statement went
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uncontradicted by the Premier; and,
it true, it means the completion
of the scheme within the next twelve
months. Well, the estimate for this
“ noble work > has been put down at 2}
millions, of which less than £500,000
has been spent, leaving 2 millions to be
expended, according to the uncontra-
dicted statement of the member for
- Coolgardie, within the next 12 months ;
and taking the Premier's statement that
the work is to be completed within the
next two years, this at any rate disposes of
his million per anpum ; therefore in the
face of this I cannot understand why the
right hon. gentleman brought down the
other day the Coolgardie-Noyseman Rail-
way Bill. Where s he going to find the
money to complete it, and also to build
the Leonora railway, the Nannine rail-
way, and to keep on improving and
finishing the Fremantle Harbour Works,
out of this one million per annum ? That
is one feature of inconsistency which the
Premier, if he were now present to hear
me, might make light of. It has been a
matter of surprice, and indeed of envy,
for me to observe the facility with which
the right hon. gentleman finda explapa.
tions for everything under heaven. There
is one little matter, the expenditure on
the Paris Exhibition, in regard to which
I must say that on reading the detailed
account of the expenditure —-
Me. MoraN : A * noble” espenditure.
Mg. KINGSMILL : I am not going
to make a gquotation, on this occasion,
Some people said it was splendid, but not
ooble. In the details of that expenditure,
a8 laid on the table of this House, there
are geveral items which might with
advantage—I say it advisedly—be sub-
jected to an ezamination. For instance,
I saw an item for a dinner-wagon at
£97 ; an article of furniture, and pos-
sibly it was for use at the luncheon
which cost £37 odd at the Exchange
Club in Perth. I wish to touch on what
I feel hon. members must be almost tired
of hearing from me. I have mentioned
on several occasions, as a question on
which I feel strongly, and have asked the
Premier on several occastons, if he could
not make some more sunitable provision
in the way of granting funds to the
Acclimatisation Society, I would like
to congratulate that society on the work
they are doing with the little money they
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get, and to express my surprise as to how
they manage to do the work which they
are doing out of a grant of only £250
per anpum, which one would think would
burely be enough to pay the wages of one
officer ; and yet they do a certain amount
of work, and do it well I hope the
Premier will consider, in preia.ring the
Supplementary Estimates, whether he
can allow these people a larger amount
to enable them to prosecute a most
important branch of science in this
eountry, and to have a little more money
to work on. A sum of £25Cis absolutely
ridiculous for this purpose. Another
omission, touched on in this debate, i
that some provision should be made on
the Estimates for additional accom-
modation in connection with this building
in which we do our business. The present
facilities for Committee.-rooms are abao-
lutely inadequate; and I think hon.
members will agree with me that the
Library is a standing reproach to Western
Australin. Where we should expect to
find one of the best if not the best
libraries in ‘Western Australia, we simply
have a nucleus of a library, and we are
told that any further increase in books
is prohibited, beeause we have not the
space to put them in. Two or three
years ago the Premier told us that he
was about to make provision on the
Estimates for additions to this building ;
but since then the subject has been
dropped ; and in view of the fact that
‘Western Australia has entered into feder-
ation, I do not think it will ever come
about that those new Parliament Houses,
about which we had some talk in the first
session of this Parliament, will be an
accomplished fact. I think the improve-
ment of the buildings connected with
this House is an object on which the
Government might well spend a few
thousand pounds. One thing I have
noticed with surprize, and that is that
this is the only Budget speech in which
the Premier did not indulge in an
attack on the Opposition. 1 thought it
could not last very long, and I noticed a
few days later in a newspaper that the
Opposition were to “ get it,” and that the
Premier was at work. He did not lose
the opportunity of *“slating” the unhappy
gentlemen who have seats on this (Op-
position) side of the Hounse. It cannot
be personally agreeable for members to
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belong to the Opposition, and I may say

for my part I hope I am of too bappy a

disposition to be continually finding fault.

It is not a pleasure to me to find

fault.

- TeE PrEMIER: Somewhat couvenient,
though.

Me. KINGSMILL: I would point out
that politically it does not tend to the
popularity of members to sit in Opposi-
tion ; and, indeed, some four hon. gentle-
men of this House have lately suffered
political martyrdom, by proxy, at the
hands of a furious number of people at
Norseman. Those four members have in
fact been incinerated; so that there are
already four political martyrs in the
House. This is not a thing & man runs
into from mere liking to be in Opposition ;
and the right hon. gentleman, iv acting
as he did in regard to the Norseman rail-
way project, I think did it more as an
under-study to the absent member for
Dundas (Mr. Conolly), than as a wise
and judicious Treasurer of Western Aus-
tralia. There has been one subject
mentioned by hon. members on which
much sentiment has been expended, and
that is the retirement of the right hon.
gentleman. T would like to say, amongst
others, that I too realise that it will be a
serious loss to this House; but on the
other hand, I really do not think the
colony will lose by it. I think it is in
the best interests of the colony that the
Premier will go, as I understand he
intends going, to the Federal Parliament.
Bigns and tokens of late tend to show
thac the line of policy the right hon.
gentleman has taken up—that courageous
and spirited publie works policy in which
he excels—that his line of policy (to use
a volgarism) is becoming “ played out,”
and I think it has reached its limit.
Again we must remember that, although
the right hon. gentleman, as he has often
proved in this House, is extremely mer-
curial, still after nearly ten years of this
courageous and progressive public-works
policy, he would find it very hard to
change his line of action and go in more
for social legislation than for using the
pruning-knife. From the point of view
of the right hon. gentleman, from his
high level when he attains that easy
position of a place in the Ministry of
federated Australia, it may be that he will
view the affairs of this colony, and will
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watch with an amused and I fancy it
may be a pitying interest the struggles of
his unfortunate successor—that successor
who will be all his time endeavouring to
make both ends meet. We are told, on
one hand, that our revenue will decrease—
and whether that be so or not I do not
think it will increase in correspondence
with its requirements. The future Premier
will, therefore, have to face constituencies
which have been, I may say, pampered by
the action of the right hon. gentleman for
the last ten years; constituencies which
are in the habit of being maintained by
public works ; whereag the Premier who
has to follow the right hon. gentleman
will have practically no public works to
offer. I have, however, heard it said in
the street, * Where will you find as good
a man to take the place of the Premier P
That will be a difficulty, I admit, because
the man who will have to take his place
wall have to be a better man, inasmuch as
he will have a more difficult task than the
right hon. gentleman ever had. No doubt
the present Premier has had the cream of
the politics of Western Australia; and
never again will it fall to the lot of a
Premier of Western Australia to have the
same eagy times. I do not think we will
ever have in our midst another gentleman
who bas the faculty of holding the House
as the right hon. gentleman has done.

Me. Morax: “ What, never ?"

Me. KINGSMILL: No; I must repeat
the word “never.” Never will we get a
gentleman with that facile arithmetical
faculty of making the 2-and-2 of an ever-
increasing national debt total up to
nothing. He has proved to this House
the other day, or to the satisfaction of a
majority of the House, that our national
debt amounts practically to nothing. I
do not think we shall ever get anybody
with that arithmetical faculty; or if we
get him, I do not think we shall get a
House as credulous as this or former
Houses have been, But there is one
thing which serves to console me when
taking what might be called a somewhat
gloomy view of the situation. Personally,
in common probably with every member
of this House, I have an idea that we
have & colony in Western Australia which
will survive, not a little mis-government
but a good deal: and that upon the
resources of this colony we can in future
depend at all events, if not for our



1062 Northampton Lond :

political prosperity, for our commercial
prosperity.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. B. C. Wood) : I move that
progress be reported.

Motion put and and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to

git again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-31 o’clock,
until the next day.

Fegislatibe Coancil,
Wednesday, 17th October, 1900.

Question: Agricultural Lond, Northampton District—
uestion : Temhin%n'.r['mde Routes in Schools—
uestion ; Albany hour, Dredging—Question :
amilee Station Refreshment Rooms—Question:

Sparks from Railway Engines—Return: Postoral
Leases, Northampton District, motion; Return
presented — Coustitution Act Amendment Bill
({Reduction of Electors® Probatiouary Period), first
reading—Electoral Act Amendment Bill, firat read-
ing—Trustees Bill, second reading — Lond Act
Amendment Bill, first reading—Circuit Courts
Judge BHill, first reading—Municipal Institutions
Bill, in Committee to Clouse 209, progress—
Adjournment. .

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PravERS.

. QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL LAND,
NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT.

How. J. M. DREW asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Is the Government aware
that a very keen demand exists for agri-
cultural land in the Northampton dis-
trict? 2, Is there any land suitable for
settlement held in the district as pastoral
leages ? 3, Is it true that a large area of
land suitable for agricalture is held on
pastoral lease? 4, Do the Government
recognise that agricultural settlement is
of greater value to the State than if such
land is held for pastoral purposes? g,
What reasons are ussigned for the non-
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Modes of Settlement.

progress of land seltlement in the dis.
trict? 6, Has a State railway been built
to this district, and for how many years
has it been in existence? 7, Is it recog-
niged that, in order to recoup the colony
for its expenditure on the railway, it is
desirable that agricultural land shall be
made available for the people? 8, Isit
the intention of the Government to resume
all lands suitable for settlement, and
when ? g, Has the land in other districts
of the colony held by pastoralists been
resumed for settlement? 5o, If 8o, why
has uot a similar course been long since
adopted in the Northampton district?
r1, At what date (approximately) is it
expected the lands of the distriet will be
made available for selection ? 12, Is the
Government aware that in its neglect in
not resuming pastoral leases the progress
of the district has been practically pre-
vented ? 13, Is it a fact that the greatly
increased demand for land in the district
is owing, in a great measure, to the
voluntary efforts of Contract Surveyor
Dreyer.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied :—1, Yes, the Government is aware
that a demand exists, and on account of
this demand the Surveyor General was
sent to the district in September last year
to report on and make recommendations
for dealing with these lands. 2 and 3,
Yes, a fair proportion of land held under
pastoral lease is suitable for agriculture.
4, Yes. s, the demand for land in this
district has not, in the past, been great,
and doubtless has been checked by its
being a. mining district, applications often
having been refused on account of land
containing indications of minerals. 6,
Yes, 21 years. 7, The railway was built
more for the mining than for the agri-
cultural industry, but the Guvernment
recognises the desirability of any agri-
cultural land being made available for
gelection. §, The lands in the Appertarra
and Nonga Agricultural Areas, near
Northampton, have been resumed from
pastoral leases. The Government 1is
awaitingy the report of an officer now
engaged in classifying the lands and
improvements on pastoral leases in this
district before deciding on any further
resumptions. ¢, a small proportion of
land, formerly held under pastoral lease,
has been resumed for agricultural areas
in other districts of the colony. 1o, The



